Georgia stun Russia to win world team title   
17 September 2006

Agence France Presse

PARIS, Sept 17, 2006 (AFP) -   

Georgia claimed a surprise victory in the men's judo world team championships here on Sunday, beating Russia in the final.   

Favourites Japan had suffered an early loss to hosts France and when Russia defeated the French in the semi-finals, they looked odds-on to take the crown.   

But plucky Georgia had other ideas and, having ousted the talented South Koreans in the semi-finals, they went on to defeat the fancied Russians in the final.   

Coach Shota Khabarelli, a former Olypic champion with the Soviet Union, was delighted with his fighters, who always seem to perform better in team competitions than individual ones.   

"I am over the moon. This feels just as good as when I became Olympic champion," said Khabarelli.   

"After Athens judo became five times more popoular in Georgia (due to the title won by Zurab Zviadauri at -90kg) and now it will be twice as popular again.   

"We have a great tradition in judo and have produced many Olympic medallists.   

"The fighters feel more emotional when they fight for their country. They are prepared to die for each other and there is a great spirit of brotherhood."   

Four years ago, Georgia reached the final but were humiliated 7-0 by Japan.   

"Japan have always been the best but we have always been close behind," added Khabarelli.   

Georgia had a nightmare start to the final - which seen former European champion Nestor Khergiani losing to Ruslan Kishmakhov in the -60kg bout.   

But from there the South Caucasus country took control.   

European -66kg champion Zaza Kedelashvili got the Georgians back on track with a running leg-grab technique to defeat Mikhail Verkholantsev by the maximum ippon score - a technical knock-out.   

David Kevkhishvili won the -73kg bout and then Grigol Mamrikishvili gave Georgia a third straight victory with a surprise win over Olympic bronze medallist Dmitry Nosov at -81kg.   

And when Irakli Tsirekidze edged out another European champion, Ivan Pershin, in the -90kg bout, Georgia took an unassailable 4-1 lead.   

Russia did win the final two contests but that served only to give an air of respectability to the final 4-3 scoreline.   

France dominated Ukraine 6-1 to take bronze while South Korea beat Japan by the narrowest of margins to also take their place on the podium.   

Both teams had two wins apiece with three drawn matches but South Korea won by virtue of their more convincing victories, scoring 17 points to Japan's 13.   

That completed a miserable tournament for Japan who had been the defending champions in both men's and women's events but left Paris with just one bronze medal this time.   

Triple Olympic champion Tadahiro Nomura - the only three-time Olympic gold medal winner in judo - was their biggest disappointment, looking flat and contributing only a draw and a defeat to his team's cause in his two contests.   

On Saturday, France won the women's event with Cuba in silver and Japan and China taking the two bronze medals.   

Japan flatter to deceive as France and Georgia triumph   
17 September 2006

Agence France Presse

PARIS, Sept 17, 2006 (AFP) -   

Reigning champions Japan left empty-handed and embarrassed as two days of competition at the World Judo Team Championships were dominated by France and Georgia.   

France delighted their partisan home crowd by winning the women's title on Saturday with a commanding final performance against Cuba while Georgia stunned Russia in the men's competition on Sunday.   

But it was the surprising failure of Japan to light up the competition in the manner they did four years ago - when the men whitewashed Georgia in the final and the women edged Cuba in a thriller - that was most remarkable.   

This time the women could manage only bronze and the men left empty-handed.   

The malaise that affected their men began with their most illustrious fighter, Tadahiro Nomura, the only triple Olympic champion in judo.   

Looking gaunt, he was listless, uninspired and outworked in his two outings, contributing a draw and a defeat to the Japanese cause.   

In years gone by, Nomura could be almost guaranteed to get Japan off to a winning start, but this time he set the tone that his team-mates unfortunately followed.   

Japan found themselves 4-0 down and out against France before they managed to win a bout.   

Buoyed by that unexpected victory, France looked set to go all the way but unsuccessful team tinkering against Russia in the semi-finals saw them edged out 4-3.   

Russia had been the team most expected to challenge Japan and were favourites to beat Georgia in the final, but like Japan they started badly and by the time their talented heavyweights Ruslan Gasymov and Tamerlan Tmenov took to the mat, their opponents were already over the hill and out of sight.   

Georgia do not have the best individuals, but when fighting as a team they all seem to find that little bit extra.   

"We have a great tradition in judo and have produced many Olympic medallists," said coach Shota Khabarelli.   

"The fighters feel more emotional when they fight for their country. They are prepared to die for each other and there is a great spirit of brotherhood."   

The women's competition was shorn of the shocks that punctuated the men's as the four seeds reached the semi-finals.   

But that was when things were turned on their head.   

Despite fielding three Olympic champions, Japan were comprehensively beaten by France who then went on to consign Cuba to their second silver medal in a row.   

France's women, much like their men, were unspectacular and owed their victory to perspiration rather than inspiration.   

"It was very difficult, we faced some great teams," said -78kg fighter Celine Lebrun. "They were tough matches, every one was a war."   

The warrior spirit proved successful over the weekend and for Japan, the sport's unequalled technicians, it is back to the drawing board as the autopsy begins on Monday to find out just where it all went wrong.   

Judo: Japanese men's team upset by France at World Cup   
Kyodo

17 September 2006

Kyodo News

PARIS, Sept. 17 -- Defending champion Japan was stunned in a second-round upset to host France in the men's competition at the judo World Cup on Sunday.   

The Japanese team, which had a bye in the first round, lost 4-2 and failed to win its third straight World Cup title.   

In the biggest shock of the day, three-time Olympic champion Tadahiro Nomura lost when dark horse Cyril Soyer was awarded a ''waza-ari'' point in the 60-kilogram weight class. Hiroyuki Akimoto (66 kg) and Masahiro Takamatsu (73 kg) both lost their matches while Hiroshi Izumi (90 kg) suffered an ippon defeat in his match.   

On Saturday, the Japanese women's team failed to advance to the final when it was knocked out in the semifinals by France.   

French switch backfires as Russia make final  
17 September 2006

Agence France Presse

PARIS, Sept 17, 2006 (AFP) -  

The French missed out on a place in the final of the Judo World Team Championships after a tactical switch backfired here on Sunday.  

Trying to emulate their women, who took gold on Saturday, France lost out to Russia in the semi-finals by the narrowest of margins, 4-3.  

France dropped their heavyweight (+100kg) Matthieu Bataille, generally considered a weak link, for the last four clash and moved two lighter fighters up a weight division each, hoping their greater skills would compensate for their lack of weight.  

But although former -90kg world champion Frederic Demontfaucon did the business at -100kg, Ghislain Lemairre, normally -100kg, lost at +100kg and Mehddi Khaldoun, the French number two at -90kg who came in to replace Demontfaucon at that weight, was also beaten.  

Russia, led by three-time world heavyweight champion Alexandre Mikhaylin, will face Georgia in the final.  

Georgia also had a narrow victory in their semi-final, ousting South Korea 4-3 with Irakli Tsirekidze beating former -90kg world champion Hwang Hee-tae in the last second to turn the tie on its head.  

Earlier in the day France had shocked reigning champions Japan in the quarter-finals as three-time Olympic champion Tadahiro Nomura proved a major disappointment, losing listlessly to unheralded Cyril Soyer at -60kg.  

France drew inspiration from that to claim a famous 4-2 win against the overwhelming favourites.  

France wins first women's judo team world championship with 4-0 win over Cuba  
AP

16 September 2006

The Canadian Press

PARIS (AP) _ France beat Cuba 4-0 to win the women's Judo team world championships on Saturday.  

Defending women's champion Japan finished equal third after beating South Korea 4-0, while China defeated Slovenia 4-0 to also take bronze at the Bercy indoor arena.  

It was the first women's team world title for France, which finished fifth in 2002 when Cuba was runner-up to Japan.  

France and Cuba both recorded convincing wins in the semifinals. France overcame a late rally from Japan to win 4-2, and Cuba downed China 5-1.  

The men's team event is on Sunday.  

Warrior spirit earns France world title   
16 September 2006

Agence France Presse

PARIS, Sept 16, 2006 (AFP) -   

France's women fought a war to finally claim the Judo World Team Championships here on Saturday after defeating Cuba in a bruising final.   

The hosts had already impressively knocked out reigning champions Japan in the semi-finals before also upsetting the highly-fancied Caribbeans in the final.   

The final was a tight affair with only one of seven bouts won decisively.   

"It was very difficult, we faced some great teams," said -78kg fighter Celine Lebrun. "They were tough matches, every one was a war."   

Unsung heroine Audrey Larizza was the catalyst for a magnificent result after she set the win in motion with a stunningly slick foot sweep to dispose of Cuba's Yamika Del Valle in the -52kg bout.   

That gave France a 1-0 lead and from there the Europeans never looked back.   

Larizza faked a forward attack and then caught Del Valle's ankle with her foot, driving the Cuban backwards with her hands to score the perfect ippon score, the equivalent to a knock-out.   

Either side of Larizza's win, the -48kg and -57kg rubbers ended in stalemates, so when world -63kg champion Lucie Decosse edged out veteran former Olympic gold medallist Driulis Gonzalez by the odd penalty in three, the writing was really on the wall for Cuba.   

With just three ties left and losing 2-0 they needed a remarkable turn around in fortunes to snatch the gold medal - but it was not to be.   

Anne Morlot stepped in for the dropped European champion Gevriese Emane at -70kg and held off a determined effort from Yalenni Castillo to ensure the title was France's with two fights to spare.   

"We had never won before but this time it is done," said France's new women's team director Christophe Brunet.   

"French judo is progressing and behind this team the juniors are also doing well.   

"As the new trainer I was a little nervous. You always have that little bit of pressure."   

The bronze medals were shared by China and Japan as they stormed to easy victories over Slovenia and South Korea respectively.   

China, with world champions Li Ying and Tong Wen in their side, recorded their third whitewash of the day, easily defeating the Slovenians 7-0.   

Japan won almost as convincingly with a 4-0 defeat of their neighbours, with three matches drawn.   

Olympic champion Ayumi Tanimoto was the pick of the bunch at -63kg, producing a lightning fast body drop technique for an ippon against Kong Ja Young.   

France upset Japan to reach final   
16 September 2006

Agence France Presse

PARIS, Sept 16, 2006 (AFP) -   

Hosts France pulled off a major upset by defeating favourites Japan to reach the women's final of the judo World Team Championships here on Saturday.   

Japan fielded three individual Olympic champions in their line-up but, buoyed by a partisan home crowd in the Palais Omnisport de Bercy, France stunned the reigning champions by opening up an unassailable 4-0 lead after the first four of seven contests.   

Audrey Larizza shocked Olympic silver medallist Yuki Yokosawa in the -52kg category as the match quickly ran away from Japan.   

Frederique Jossinet, the world and Olympic silver medallist, had won as expected at -48kg and with Barabara Harel snatching the point at -57kg, Japan needed to win the final four rubbers to progress.   

But world champion Lucie Decosse, having survived several scares, countered Olympic queen Ayumi Tanimoto at -63kg and the contest was over.   

Japan salvaged some pride to finish with a 4-2 defeat, with one draw, but will be severely disappointed to have missed out on the chance to defend their title.   

France will face Cuba, runners-up four years ago in the inaugural team competition, in the final after the Caribbean island comfortably overcame South Korea in their semi-final.   

The final and bronze medal matches will be contested later on Saturday with the men's competition taking place Sunday.   

France claim women's judo world team title  
16 September 2006

Agence France Presse

PARIS, Sept 16, 2006 (AFP) -  

France's women earned a dramatic victory in the Judo World Team Championships here on Saturday after defeating Cuba in the final.  

The hosts had already impressively knocked out reigning champions Japan in the semi-finals before also upsetting the highly-fancied Caribbeans in the final.  

Unsung heroine Audrey Larizza was the catalyst for a magnificent result after she set the win in motion with a stunningly slick foot sweep to dispose of Cuba's Yamika Del Valle in the -52kg bout.  

That gave France a 1-0 lead and from there the Europeans never looked back.  

Larizza faked a forward attack and then caught Del Valle's ankle with her foot, driving the Cuban backwards with her hands to score the perfect ippon score, the equivalent to a knock-out.  

Either side of Larizza's win, the -48kg and -57kg rubbers ended in stalemates, so when world -63kg champion Lucie Decosse edged out veteran former Olympic gold medallist Driulis Gonzalez by the odd penalty in three, the writing was really on the wall for Cuba.  

With just three ties left and losing 2-0 they needed a remarkable turn around in fortunes to snatch the gold medal - but it was not to be.  

Anne Morlot stepped in for the dropped European champion Gevriese Emane at -70kg and held off a determined effort from Yalenni Castillo to ensure the title was France's with two fights to spare.  

The bronze medals were shared by China and Japan as they stormed to easy victories over Slovenia and South Korea respectively.  

China, with world champions Li Ying and Tong Wen in their side, recorded their third whitewash of the day, easily defeating the Slovenians 7-0.  

Japan won almost as convincingly with a 4-0 defeat of their neighbours, with three matches drawn.  

Olympic champion Ayumi Tanimoto was the pick of the bunch at -63kg, producing a lightning fast body drop technique for an ippon against Kong Ja Young.  

Japan favourites to repeat double gold feat   
14 September 2006

Agence France Presse

PARIS, Sept 15, 2006 (AFP) -   

Defending champions Japan start as hot favourites as the world's best judo nations descend on Paris for this weekend's Team World Championships at the Palais Omnisport de Bercy.   

The country that gave judo to the world was dominant four years ago at the inaugural global team event in Basel, Switzerland, winning both the men's and women's divisions.   

The men's victory was so impressive that their seven-man team whitewashed semi-final opponents France and final opponents Georgia by 7-0 scores.   

Added to that, their first match against Brazil finished with five wins, a draw, and a sole defeat as Japan gave the rest of the world a judo lesson.   

However, despite that great success and a remarkable haul of eight gold medals from 14 categories at the Athens Olympics, Japanese men's coach Hirotaka Okada is not taking anything for granted this time around in an expanded event.   

"It will be very tough. We are in good condition but there are several strong teams out there," said Okada.   

"There is Korea, Russia, Georgia and even France who will be very motivated and dangerous on their home territory."   

Japan also have to do without two of their biggest stars, Kosei Inoue and Keiji Suzuki who are both carrying slight injuries and will not be risked in Paris.   

Until Athens, when he surprisingly lost at the semi-final stage, Inoue (-100kg) was universally regarded as the greatest pound-for-pound fighter on the planet having claimed three world titles and the Sydney Olympic crown in an until then unbeaten career in global competitions.   

But no sooner had Inoue proved himself human, Suzuki took over as the darling of the Japanese, winning two world titles and the Olympics from 2003-2005, claiming gold medals in three different divisions (-100kg, +100kg and open).   

But without that pair, Japan can still rely on triple Olympic champion Tadahiro Nomura (-60kg), the most successful Olympic fighter, to spearhead the team.   

They will be up against stiff opposition, though, not least from the Netherlands who boast two current world champions in Dennis van der Geest (open) and Guillaume Elmont (-81kg) as well as Sydney -90kg Olympic champion Mark Huizinga.   

In the women's competition, Japan will again be favourites to repeat what was then a surprise victory in 2002.   

However, hosts France as well as China and Cuba should provide the sternest tests.   

France have world -63kg champion Lucie Decosse as well as Frederique Jossinet (-48kg) who is a twice world and once Olympic silver medallist.   

Japan's women claimed five golds from a possible seven in Athens but did not fare so well in last year's world championships in Cairo, winning only one through Midori Shintani in the open.   
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