REVIEW-Olympics-Judo-Japanese domination masks full story.  
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ATHENS, Aug 30 (Reuters) - Few countries in any other sport can expect to dominate in the way Japan have in the Olympic judo tournament in Athens, heralded as one of the best ever.  

But even so, the success enjoyed by the judo team in Athens will have surpassed the expectations of even the most optimistic Japanese.  

The organisation of the tournament received rave reviews and while Japan dominated with eight golds, judo's broad appeal was reflected in the six non-Japanese gold medallists who came from six different countries.  

"It was the best organised judo tournament in Olympic history," said Anton Geesink, an International Olympic Committee delegate and a judo gold medallist in Tokyo in 1964.  

"It was held in a wonderful venue; every day there was a full house," he said. "Everybody was happy."  

Japan's haul of eight golds doubled their previous best.  

From the opening day when the great Tadahiro Nomura and Ryoko Tani each made history - Nomura was the first three-time gold medallist and Tani the first woman to win a second title - Japan took an unbreakable hold on the tournament.  

The team was spurred on by noisy and well-marshalled pockets of supporters who helped create pandemonium in the Ano Liossia Olympic stadium.  

The atmosphere was something of a revelation to the uninitiated, unaccustomed to watching international judo.  

With 94 nations competing and many boasting genuine medal prospects, groups of avid fans from around the world gathered in passionate expectation.  

BOISTEROUS FANS  

They came they shouted, they cheered and they created a white-hot atmosphere on every day of competition.  

It helped too that Greece won a gold medal in the form of Georgian recruit Ilias Iliadis and despite Japan's domination there were a number of notable upsets.  

France and Russia failed to win gold medals. Georgia won their first official Olympic gold through Zurab Zvidauri the day after a Georgian won gold for Greece.  

That was a particularly poignant moment because the Caucasian state has played a major role in judo in recent years, twice winning the European team championships and finishing second to Japan in the world teams.  

There was also a first Olympic judo gold medal for Belarus, another unfashionable yet competitive nation.  

The broad strength of judo across the world is something that sets it apart from other sports - world and Olympic champions are a rarity.  

Only three of last year's world champions, all Japanese, of course, added Olympic gold to their world title.  

There was even the remarkable spectacle of Japanese superstar Kosei Inoue losing twice, once to an Azerbaijani, and a Venezuelan woman beat opponents from France and Britain, two traditional super-powers in women's judo.  

At first glance it may seem as if there was a predictability to the judo tournament - but that could not be further from the truth.  

Japan's success was remarkable but the rest of the world is only lagging in a few details. They have caught up before and no doubt will close the gap again in the not too distant future.   

SPORT Japan top off judo campaign with record eight gold medals   
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SPORT Japan top off judo campaign with record eight gold medals   

OLYMPICS  by Shigemi Sato   

ATHENS (AFX) - Japan brought the curtain down on the most successful Olympic judo campaign in their history here Friday by sweeping the men's and women's heavyweight titles by knockout.   

World open-weight champion Keiji Suzuki floored Russian Tamerian Timenov by ippon in the men's over-100kg final, making up for compatriot rival Kosei Inoue's shocking defeat in a lighter division on the previous day.   

World silver medallist Maki Tsukada immobilised Sydney Olympic silver medallist Dayma Beltran of Cuba in the women's over-78kg final on the final day of the week-long judo competition at the Athens Games.   

Japan, which gave the combat sport to the world, finished the competition with a record eight gold medals, against one each for Belarus, China, Georgia, Germany, Greece and South Korea.   

Japan's previous best judo title haul was four at the 2000 Sydney Games as well as at the 1984 Los Angeles Games when only the men's competition was held.   

Suzuki, a 24-year-old Olympic newcomer, tripped down the Russian, whom he had never fought before, with a leg throw which stopped the fight 77 seconds into a scheduled five-minute final.   

As a result, he brought the prestigious heavyweight title back to Japan for the first time in 16 years - since Hitoshi Saito triumphed at the 1988 Seoul Games.   

After Georgian David Khakhaleichvili won the title in 1992, French great David Douillet reigned in Atlanta and Sydney.   

Suzuki has usually fought in the light-heavyweight division at home in rivalry with Inoue whom he beat at the Japanese open-weight national championships this year.   

He could take over as the icon of Japanese judo from 26-year-old Inoue, who triumphed in Sydney and won the world title three times in a row before his defeat in the under-100kg quarter-finals on Thursday.   

In the women's final, Beltran threw down Tsukada in the second minute for a half point and continued an attempt to pin her down. But 22-year-old Tsukada turned the tables on the Cuban and immobilised her for 25 seconds to win her first global title.   

Beltran beat world champion and 1996 Atlanta Olympic gold medallist Sun Fuming in the semi-finals, denying China a fourth straight heayweight title since the women's game made its official Olympic debut in 1992.   

Sun fought through a consolation repechage round to claim a bronze.   

The other women's bronze went to Russian Tea Donguzashvili.   

Dennis van Der Geest of the Netherlands and Estonia's Indrek Pertelson won the men's bronze medals.   

Olympics: Japan returns to dominance in Olympic judo
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Japan put in its best-ever performance in Olympic judo by winning gold in eight of the 14 weight categories at the Athens Games for a glorious finish at the seven-day competition.  

The women led the charge with five golds out of seven, featuring victories by defending champion Ryoko Tani in the 48-kilogram and Maki Tsukada's unprecedented triumph for Japan in the women's over 78-kg weight class in her Olympic debut.  

The results easily topped the previous biggest haul of four golds at Sydney 2000 since women's judo became an official medal event in Barcelona in 1992 and far surpassing expectations with the exception of a stunning upset of defending champion Kosei Inoue in the men's 100-kg class.  

Battling an injured ankle, Tani vowed to win despite her pain and claimed her second straight title in resounding fashion.  

Meanwhile, Olympic debutante Ayumi Tanimoto showed awesome power to win the 63-kg title, taking full advantage of the lack of pressure her position out of the spotlight gave her. Masae Ueno followed in the 70-kg with no-compromise, aggressive approaches to her fights.  

Noriko Anno, making her third Olympic appearance at the age of 28, scored a spectacular ippon over Chinese opponent Liu Xia in the dying seconds of the 78-kg, sending the Japanese contingent into a deafening frenzy at Ano Liossia Olympic Hall.  

Anno's victory was especially moving as she had exited after her first matches in her two previous Olympics in Sydney and in Atlanta in 1996.  

The men's gold medal showing of three out of seven was below expectations but nothing to be ashamed of.  

Tadahiro Nomura became the first man in history to claim three straight Olympic golds in the men's 60-kg class and the only Japanese athlete to accomplish the feat in an individual Olympic event.  

Masato Uchishiba rode the wave in winning the 66-kg title and Keiji Suzuki claimed the over 100-kg category, giving Japan its first title in the heaviest division since Hitoshi Saito's triumph at the 1988 Seoul Olympics.  

Inoue walked away empty-handed after a shocking defeat in the quarterfinals, but Suzuki, his underclassman rival, mowed down much larger opponents with furious footwork to become the new giant killer in the heaviest division of them all.  

Yuki Yokosawa won silver in the women's 52-kg while 22-year-old Hiroshi Izumi, the youngest member on the team, took silver in the 90-kg class.  

Several types of judo have emerged in international judo competitions with the influence of various fighting cultures from around the world.  

Many of these differ greatly from the traditional Japanese style, which focuses on using an opponent's superior size and strength against him in a gentle fashion.  

At these Olympics, at least, Japan really proved -- the bigger they are, the harder they fall.  

Glittering performances by judo pair bring more gold  
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ATHENS -- Keiji Suzuki and Maki Tsukada contributed to Japan's domination of the 2004 Athens Olympics judo mat Friday when they each collected a gold medal.  

Suzuki won the prestigious men's over 100-kilogram gold, while Tsukada picked up the women's 78-kilogram title.  

Japan has now won 11 gold medals in the first week of competition, eight of which have been picked up on the judo mat.  

Japan has also won four silver and two bronze medals, putting it on track for at least its most successful overseas Olympiad and possibly its greatest Games haul ever.  

Suzuki beat Tamerlan Tmenov of Russia in the men's over 100-kilogram final to capture the gold medal.  

"I'm filled with a deep emotion," said Suzuki. "I thought I had to win after several judoka (from Japan) lost."  

Bronze medals went to Dennis van Der Geest of the Netherlands and Indrek Pertelson from Estonia in the men's heavyweight class.  

In the women's 78-kilogram final, Tsukada held Dayma Beltran from Cuba under her back to win, after once being in trouble when she was grabbed by her opponent.  

"I thought I would never release her when I caught her," Tsukada said tearfully after she defeated Beltran in the final.  

Sun Fuming from China and Tea Donguzashvili of Russia shared the bronze medal in the women's 78-kilogram level.  

Japan's greatest gold medal tally came when it hosted the 1964 Tokyo Olympic Games, earning 16. Overseas, the best performance was the 13 gold medals collected in the 1972 Munich Olympic Games.  

Japanese athletes are fancied to capture more medals in several events, including the hammer throw, wrestling and baseball. (Mainichi Shimbun, Japan, Aug. 21, 2004)  

SPORT Japan grab sixth Olympic judo gold but it's heartbreak for   
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SPORT Japan grab sixth Olympic judo gold but it's heartbreak for Inoue 

OLYMPICS  by Shigemi Sato   

ATHENS (AFX) - Japan's four-time world champion Noriko Anno finally struck gold in Olympic judo Thursday but her compatrot and national icon Kosei Inoue failed to retain his men's title from the Sydney Games.   

With Inoue out in the men's under-100kg light heavyweight quarter-finals, world bronze medallist Ihar Makarau moved on to outpoint South Korean Jang Sung-Ho in the final to lift the first ever Olympic judo gold for Belarus.   

The 28-year-old Anno, who lost in her first match at both the 1996 and 2000 Olympics, struggled to overcome China's Liu Xia in the women's under-78kg light heavyweight final.   

But her efforts finally paid off with 22 seconds to go when Anno floored the 25-year-old Chinese with a hip throw for a knockout ippon finish.   

Anno needed extra sudden-death time to beat Sydney silver medallist Celine Lebrun of France in the quarter-finals with a quarter point from her leg throw.   

"As I lost my opener at the two previous Olympics, I felt really tense in the first match today," Anno said. "But my experience has toughened my mental aspect with ups and downs. I went out, telling myself that no body else was more experience than I am."   

With one more day to go in the week-long Athens Games judo competition, Japan topped the table with six gold medals, against one each for Belarus, China, Georgia, Germany, Greece and South Korea.   

Japan's previous best judo title haul was four at the 2000 Sydney Games as well as at the 1984 Los Angeles Games when only the men's competition was held.   

Inoue, the three-time world champion, was dumped by Elco van Der Geest in the quarter-finals when the unfancied Dutchman, leading on points from two incomplete throws, struck with a seoinage with 12 seconds to go.   

The loss was a huge blow to the 312-strong Japanese Olympic squad as 26-year-old Inoue served as their captain.   

"I am sorry for ending up with such a bad result," Inoue said. "But I don't believe that what I have being doing was wrong."   

"Judo and life will go on. I have never tasted such humiliation and frustration before. I want to turn it all into a plus factor for the future," Inoue added.   

In the men's final, Makarau threw Jang down for a near perfect waza-ari point in the second minute and maintained the lead. Jang, the 1999 world silver medallist, staggered Makarau with an incomplete throw with 20 seconds to go but it was not enough to change the result.   

It was the second Olympic judo medal for Belarus with Anatoly Laryukov taking the men's under-73kg lightweight bronze in Sydney.   

"I had hoped I would win the gold medal," said Makarau, who finished second in the over-100kg heavyweight contest at an international tournament in Minsk this year.   

"I have been getting better and better and I finally got my reward," he said.   

International Herald Tribune (Herald Asahi): Inoue crashes out.  
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The Asahi Shimbun ATHENS-In one of the biggest shocks in Olympic judo history, defending champion Kosei Inoue was defeated by Dutchman Elco van der Geest in the men's 100-kilogram category Thursday  

Inoue, the three-time world champion and Sydney gold medalist in 2000, was trying to make up lost ground toward the end of their quarterfinal bout  

But a lack of concentration on defense gave van der Geest the opportunity he had been waiting for, and he threw Inoue over his shoulder for ippon-seoinage with just 12 seconds remaining  

Inoue sat on the mat in frustration, as the 25-year-old Dutchman in his first Olympics celebrated the biggest win of his career  

To make matters worse, Inoue then lost in the repechage competition to Azerbaijan's Movlud Miraliyev, ending his hopes of even a consolation bronze medal  

Inoue had not been his customary dominant self all morning at the Ano Liossia Hall on the outskirts of Athens  

Japan's team captain had won three matches to reach the quarterfinals, but had not looked convincing in any of them  

In the first round he beat Amel Mekic of Bosnia with a mat technique, and was then taken the five-minute distance by Hungary's Antal Kovacs in the second round  

Only in his third-round match against Australia's Martin Kelly did Inoue look close to his normal self, throwing his opponent with a trademark uchi-mata  

But it all came apart against the 1.90-meter van der Geest, the younger of two judo-playing brothers from Haarlem who are coached by their father, Cor van der Geest  

Among the stunned spectators was French judo great David Douillet  

``For me, at the beginning of his first match I saw another Inoue,'' said the retired multiple world and Olympic heavyweight champion  

``He was not in this competition, and didn't have the spirit to win. He had no confidence, was slow and no precision with his hands on the kimono  

``It is not the Inoue I saw at the Sydney Olympics or at the World Championships in Osaka last year.'' Inoue said he was in a daze after being thrown by van der Geest ``I couldn't hear anything, I couldn't see anything. It was like a white light,'' Inoue said. ``I feel very sorry for all the Japanese people who came to support me, but when I go back to Japan I can still feel proud of what I have done for this Olympic Games  

``I still have life in judo, and life itself, but I have never felt such despair before.'' -Jeremy Walker  

SPORT Japanese world champion Inoue crashes out of Olympics   
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OLYMPICS  by Shigemi Sato   

ATHENS (AFX) - Japan's Olympic and world judo champion Kosei Inoue failed to produce the goods at the Athens Olympics Thursday, bowing out in the quarter-finals of the -100kg category.   

Visibly stiff from his first match, the three-time light heavyweight world champion was dumped by unfancied Dutchman Elco van Der Geest.   

He then lost to Azerbaijian's Moviud Miraliev on a close call as he tried to go for a bronze medal in his first match in the consolation repechage round.   

"I am sorry for ending up with such a bad result, the 26-year-old Inoue told reporters. "But I don't believe that what I have being was wrong."   

"Judo and life will go on. I have never tasted such humiliation and frustration before. I want to turn it all into a plus factor for the future," Inoue added.   

His loss was a huge blow to the 312-strong Japanese Olympic squad as Inoue served as their captain, even though Japan has dominated the judo competition with five gold medals from the first five days.   

Inoue allowed van Der Geest, whom he beat in the first round of the 2001 world championships in Munich, to take an early lead on points from two incomplete throws.   

The 25-year-old Dutchman then dumped the heavily favoured Inoue with a "seoinage" shoulder throw that stopped the fight with 12 seconds left in the five-minute final.   

Inoue's loss to Miraliev sparked some controversy.   

He attempted a classic "ouchigari" leg throw but he fell to the mat before his opponent did, prompting the referee to declare Miraliev the winner by a perfect counter-throw.   

But Japanese men's coach and former Olympic heavyweight champion Hitoshi Saito said, "That was the first time I saw anyone managing to counter-attack Kosei's ouchigari."   

"Inoue must have been overly eager deep down. But I think such a feeling is important after all," Saito said. "The Olympics are scary, aren't they?"   

It was the first time that Inoue had lost to a foreign judoka since he was defeated by Hungarian Antal Kovacs in the Millennium Cup team event in March 2001.   

At home, he was beaten at the open-weight national championships by his domestic rival Keiji Suzuki last April. Suzuki has been selected to fight in the over-100kg heavyweight contest here.   

SPORT Japan grab sixth Olympic judo gold with heartbreak   
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ATHENS (AFX) - Japan's four-time world champion Noriko Anno finally struck gold in Olympic judo Thursday but her compatrot Kosei Inoue failed to retain his men's title from the Sydney Games.   

World bronze medallist Ihar Makarau beat South Korean Jang Sung-Ho on points in the men's under-100kg light heavyweight final to lift the first ever Olympic judo gold medal for Belarus.   

The 28-year-old Anno, who lost in her first match at both the 1996 and 2000 Olympics, struggled hard with China's Liu Xia in the women's under-78kg light heavyweight final.   

But her attemped attacks finally got through with 22 seconds to go when Anno floored the 25-year-old Chinese with a seoinage shoulder throw for a knockout ippon finish.   

With one more day to go in the week-long Athens Games judo competition, Japan stood with six gold medals, against one each for Belarus, China, Georgia, Germany, Greece and South Korea.   

Japan's previous best judo title haul was four at the 2000 Sydney Games as well as the 1984 Los Angeles Games when only men's competition was held.   

Inoue, the three-time world champion, was dumped by Elco van Der Geest in the quarter-finals when the unfancied Dutchman, leading on points from two incomplete throws, with a seoinage with 12 seconds to go.   

The loss caused heartbreak among the 312-strong Japanese Olympic squad as 26-year-old Inoue, a national icon, served as their captain.   

In the men's final, Makarau threw Jang down for a near perfect waza-ari point in the second minute and maintained the lead. Jang, the 1999 world silver medallist, staggered Makarau with an incomplete throw with 20 seconds to go but it was not enough to change the result.   

It was the second Olympic judo medal for Belarus with Anatoly Laryukov taking the men's under-73kg lightweight bronze in Sydney.   

CORRECTED - Olympics-Judo-Poignant medal for Israel in judo.  
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In ATHENS story headlined "Olympics-Judo-Poignant medal for Israel in judo", please read paragraph 2 as ...  

He won the medal on the day Israel's team attended a memorial service in Athens for the 11 Israeli athletes killed at the Munich Olympics by Palestinian guerrillas 32 years ago.  

... instead of ...  

He won the medal on the 32nd anniversary of the day in 1972 when 11 Israeli athletes were killed at the Munich Olympics by Palestinian guerrillas.  

(correcting anniversary, which is on September 5)  

A corrected repetition follows.  

By Paul Majendie  

ATHENS, Aug 19 (Reuters) - For Israeli judoka Ariel Zeevi, the timing of his bronze medal at the Athens Olympics could not have been more poignant.  

He won the medal on the day Israel's team attended a memorial service in Athens for the 11 Israeli athletes killed at the Munich Olympics by Palestinian guerrillas 32 years ago.  

Zeevi was overjoyed as he clutched his medal afterwards but it was also time for sombre reflection on the day that changed the Olympic movement forever.  

Deeply moved by the vociferous support given to him by the Athens crowd, he said: "It was a special moment as today was the day the Israeli athletes got killed in 1972."  

"There is a lot of security in the athletes' village here in Athens and it makes you remember what happened," he told reporters after the medal ceremony for the men's under 100 kg judo final.  

Athens has staged Europe's largest peacetime security operation to protect the first Summer Games since the September 11, 2001, attacks on the United States.  

Defending the 10,500 athletes has cost one billion euros - four times the security budget in Sydney at the 2000 Games.  

"Terrorism is not just Israel's problem," Zeevi said. "Terrorist acts will always happen but I think it is important that sport should always be pure."  

The crowd in the packed Ano Liossia Olympic Hall really lifted Zeevi and he firmly believed that they helped to put him on the medal winners' podium.  

"It was unbelievable. I never imagined I would have so many fans. I took the medal because of the wonderful crowd and all their cheering. I am happy to have done it for them. I suddenly feel so good," he said.  

"In Israel winning a bronze medal is a big thing. We have only won four medals before. I think the crowd wanted to witness an historic moment."   

3RD LD: Olympics: Anno wins 1st Olympic gold in women's judo
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Noriko Anno won her first Olympic title in her third appearance in the women's 78-kilogram weight class with a brilliant defeat of China's Liu Xia at the Summer Games on Thursday, giving Japan a record sixth gold medal at the Athens Olympics judo competition.  

Anno survived the test of a lifetime in the final and finished off her Chinese opponent in style with a perfectly executed sleeve throw with just 22 seconds remaining at Ano Liossia Olympic Hall.  

''When I lost for the second time at the Olympics in the first round, I didn't know what would happen to me,'' Anno said, referring to her exit in Sydney in 2000.  

''I'm so happy that I won. If I look back on everything, I realize that I had those two trials (at Atlanta in 1996 and Sydney), so I could stand at the top of the podium today. Finishing it off with an ippon was the icing on the cake,'' she said.  

Anno received a bye into the second round and won her first Olympic bout by pinning Venezuela's Keivi Mayerlin Pinto. She later passed a hard test against Celine Lebrun of France in the semifinal, where she brawled with the Frenchwoman until scoring a point in the Golden Score sudden death.  

Italy's Lucia Morico and Yurisel Laborde of Cuba won the bronze medals.  

Japan now has two golds in men's and four in women's judo, with defending Olympic champion Kosei Inoue denied a medal in the men's 100-kg.  

Inoue suffered a stunning defeat to Elco van der Geest of the Netherlands in the men's 100-kg quarterfinals, missing his chance for a second straight Olympic gold, and then lost in the repechage to Movlud Miraliyev of Azerbaijan to end any hope for a medal.  

''So many people were focused on me and I disappointed them,'' Inoue said. ''I don't think that I did anything wrong in the build-up for Athens. I've never experienced anything as humbling and devastating in my life,'' he said.  

Van der Geest scored an ippon victory with 12 seconds remaining in the match at Ano Liossia Olympic Hall, handing three-time world champion Inoue his first major international defeat.  

Inoue's impatience to deliver got the better of him as he fell behind on points against the Dutchman in the quarterfinals and never recovered.  

He rushed for a last-ditch throwing attempt in the final seconds, but van der Geest dropped to his knees and tossed the Japanese judoka to the mat with a perfect seoinage throw.  

In the repechage, Miraliyev flipped Inoue onto his back at 3:02 as the Japanese judoka charged in for a throw of his own.  

''I will have to use this experience as a plus to move ahead,'' said Inoue.  

Inoue, who is the Japanese delegation captain, appeared flustered as he got under way in the first round against Bosnian Amel Mekic and never showed the explosive power or throwing techniques his opponents fear.  

Belarus's Ihar Makarau defeated Jang Sung Ho of South Korea for the men's gold. Germany's Michael Jurack and Ariel Zeevi of Israel took the bronzes.  

Olympics-Judo-Anno lands record gold for Japan, Inoue falls.  

By Barnaby Chesterman       
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ATHENS, Aug 19 (Reuters) - Noriko Anno landed a record sixth gold medal for Japan but Kosei Inoue came up empty-handed in a mixed day for the country at the Athens Olympics judo competition on Thursday.  

Anno, who lost in the first round of the Olympics in 1996 and 2000, finally won the one title that was missing from her collection by beating China's Liu Xia in the final of the women's under 78kg category.  

The four-times world championship gold medallist was leading by a penalty score when, 22 seconds from the end, she punished her opponent's reckless charge forward by despatching her with sode-tsuri-komi-goshi.  

Her gold medal was a sixth for Japan in Athens, a record haul for a single Games for one country in judo.  

Inoue, Olympic champion and three-times world champion, had never lost at an international championships.  

But he looked flat from his first round and was beaten in the men's under 100kg quarter-finals, allowing Ihar Makarau of Belarus to claim the gold medal.  

Makarau beat Inoue's conqueror, Elco van der Geest of the Netherlands, in the semi-final and then edged out Jang Sung-ho of Korea in the final for his country's first Olympic judo medal.  

He scored waza-ari with a leg-grab pick-up technique, which was a higher score than the yuko Jang earned for his major outer reap.  

Ariel Zeevi delighted a large Israeli contingent in the crowd by landing a bronze medal when he threw van der Geest for ippon.  

Germany's Michael Jurack also claimed bronze against Movlud Miraliyev of Azerbaijan.  

Italy's Lucia Morico beat Anastaysia Matrosova of Ukraine and Cuba's Yurisel Laborde beat Celine Lebrun of France to win the women's bronze medals.   

UPDATE 2-Olympics-Judo-Iran escapes sanction over Israeli.  

By Barnaby Chesterman       
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Reuters News

ATHENS, Aug 19 (Reuters) - Iran has escaped sanction over the failure of its judo world champion to fight an Israeli at the Athens Olympics, world judo's governing body said on Thursday.  

Despite earlier statements by Iranian officials that Arash Miresmaeili was told not to fight Ehud Vaks last Sunday because of Tehran's political boycott of Israel, the International Judo Federation (IJF) has accepted after an inquiry that Miresmaeili had a genuine medical reason for showing up too heavy to fight.  

"The commission concluded that since Mr Miresmaeili stated that he had no pre-planned intention for not competing in the under 66kg category and that 'he had made no statement of any sort to any press', the only point that remained was that Mr Miresmaeili was overweight on the weigh-in day," said a statement.  

"As the IJF has no rule for penalising overweight athletes, the IJF executive committee decided not to take any sanction against Arash Miresmaeili."  

RISK SANCTION  

Refusal to fight on political grounds would run contrary to Olympic ideals and risk sanction for the athlete and team.  

The double world champion weighed in for the bout more than 5 kg over the 66 kg limit, an extraordinary margin at the top level of the sport.  

An Iranian Olympic official told Reuters at the time that the failure to fight was due to the Islamic republic's boycott of the Jewish state and that it was not Miresmaeili's decision.  

Iranian President Mohammad Khatami offered effusive public congratulations to the fighter for his political stand and Iran's official news agency quoted Miresmaeili as saying he had refused to fight out of solidarity with Palestinian cause.  

However, judo officials had since said that Iran's official explanation to the IJF had been that the fighter had suffered from digestive problems on arrival in Athens and had been unable to lose weight in time.  

Fighters normally count on bringing their weight down to the required limit just ahead of a contest.  

After a final meeting on Thursday between IJF officials and the Iranian Judo Federation, the international governing body told Iranian judo president Mohammed Derakhshan that no further action would be taken in the matter.  

Miresmaeili has made no public comment beyond his quotes on the Iranian news agency but many fellow fighters in world judo believe he was pulled out of the bout against his will.   

Athens '04

USA's Hawn is defeated by 'actor' in quarterfinal  

DAVID RAMSEY THE GAZETTE       

401 words 

18 August 2004

The Gazette

OLYMPICS6

ATHENS, Greece - Rick Hawn had not watched Mehman Azizov's atrocious acting during the opening rounds of the Olympic 81 kilogram judo competition.  

That's too bad for Hawn, who wasn't ready for Azizov's con job. Hawn, who has lived the past eight years in Colorado Springs at the Olympic Training Center, lost to Azerbaijan's Azizov in a quarterfinal and failed to earn a medal in the competition.  

Ilias Iliadis of Greece won the gold over Ukraine's Roman Gontyuk. Russia's Dmitri Nossov won the bronze  

Azizov suffered from a series of agonizing injuries in Tuesday's matches. He injured his ribs, his stomach, his leg. Somehow, he was fully recovered by the end of each match.  

Hawn fell victim to Azizov's acting. Hawn was cruising along in his match against Azizov when disaster arrived.  

It had been a long day for Hawn. Over the course of four hours, Hawn had won two matches and lost one. But he was still competing with energy, and he remained in the hunt for a bronze medal.  

Then Azizov began experiencing pain in his forearms. Or at least that's what he told the referee, who gave him a break to rest.  

According to Ed Liddie, Hawn's coach, Azizov should not have been allowed the pause. Liddie suspects Azizov wanted to distract Hawn.  

The ploy worked. A few seconds later, Azizov threw Hawn and ended the match.  

Hawn, 26, was upbeat after the loss. Injuries have prevented him from competing in international meets, and he had wondered if he could compete against elite judo athletes.  

His trip to the Olympics made him believe he can.  

"No one expected me to go this far," he said. "I really didn't expect it, either."  

He shrugged off his exit from the competition. He should have known better than to fall for Azizov's act, he said, but next time he'll be wiser.  

"I was doing great with him," Hawn said, "until I fell asleep."  

Liddie says Hawn has a promising future.  

"He's what I call a late bloomer," Liddie said. "I still call him the baby of my judo group."  

CONTACT THE WRITER: 476-4895 or dramsey@gazette.com  

Caption: EYE ON 2008: Rick Hawn could have another shot at the Olympics.  
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OLYMPICS by Shigemi Sato  

ATHENS (AFX) - Georgia's Zurab Zviadauri made it third time lucky to win his country's first Olympic judo gold for 12 years Wednesday after defeating rising Japanese star Hiroshi Izumi in the men's under 90kg final.  

His victory, adding to his two silver medals from the past two world championships, came the day after his old acquiaintance and Georgian-born Ilias Iliadis grabbed the first Olympic judo gold medal for hosts Greece.  

It kept alive the former Soviet republic's Olympic judo medal run starting with David Khakhaleichvili's heavyweight triumph over Japan's Naoya Ogawa at the 1992 Barcelona Games.  

Georgia, where judo is one of several popular sports along with wrestling and weightlifting, also won a judo bronze each in 1996 and 2000.  

But Japan struck gold, their fifth at the Athens Games, when two-time world champion Masae Ueno threw down Edith Bosch of the Netherlands in the women's under-70kg final.  

With two more days to go in the week-long judo competition, Japan led the gold medal table from China, South Korea, Germany, Greece and Georgia each with one.  

'This victory is not just for me but for the whole of Georgia,' 23-year-old Zviadauri told a press conference after he was congratulated by Georgian Prime Minister Zurab Zhvania on telephone.  

Zviadauri praised Iliadis who, he said, used to live with his relatives before he moved to Greece with his family 1993.  

He said the toughest fight was fought against 2001 world champion Frederic Demontfaucon of France in the quarter-finals, in which he needed sudden-death extra-time to score a point.  

'I had to beat him in order not to betray Georgia. When I won, I felt the championship was mine.'  

Zviadauri and Izumi, 22, who won the prestigious Paris tournament this year, fought hard in finding an angle to attack to no avail in the first three minutes.  

Izumi was slapped with a penalty for passivity at the halfway point of the scheduled five-minute fight.  

But the Georgian was then quick to catch Izumi off guard, grabbing and bowling him over for a knockout ippon finish.  

Izumi had upset world champion Hwang Hee-Tae of South Korea in the semi-finals by a spectacular shoulder throw with nine seconds to go.  

Hwang for his part narrowly outpointed Sydney Olympic champion Mark Huizinga of the Netherlands in the second round.  

The 31-year-old Huizinga battled through a consolation repechage round to claim a bronze. The other bronze went to Russian Khasanbi Taov.  

In the women's final, Ueno battled a 22-centimter height disadvantage, attempting throws and holds to no avail, although she never appeared under any threat.  

The 25-year-old Ueno, who also knocked out Bosch in the quarter-finals at the world championships in Osaka last year, finally threw Bosch down over her hip for an ippon finish after three minutes.  

'I was prepared to fight for the gold medal but now that I won the feeling is unbeliveable. I feel fantastic,' said Ueno, who lost in the third round at the Sydney Olympics.  

Sports

Judo with scrambled; Canadian judoka Chisholm just fails to earn medal Breakfast party breaks out at the Moose Lodge  

Doug Smith  
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ATHENS Down at the Moose Lodge in Port Cartier, Que., the locals gathered at 3: 30 a.m. yesterday to have some breakfast, watch a little Olympic judo on television, cheer for the town's favourite daughter and then get on with their lives.  

The dead of the night turned into the early morning and the early morning turned into noon and work was ignored by many as the best day of Marie-Helene Chisholm's athletic life created one of the biggest parties the Moose Lodge had ever thrown.  

The 25-year-old judoka eventually lost her sixth bout of the day, which would have given her a bronze medal in the 63-kilogram category, but it was more than enough cause for celebration for her and the Moose Lodge revellers.  

"I called everybody at the Moose," Chisholm said after a draining day left her one victory shy of a completely unexpected Olympic medal. "And everybody is there and I spoke with my mom and my first trainer and everybody is very happy. I couldn't understand everybody (they were cheering so loudly).  

"Everybody arrived there at 3: 30 this morning, and my mom cooked breakfast and stuff for everybody."  

And by everybody, she could have meant everybody.  

She said her village has a population of 7,000. "The Olympic Village is bigger."  

Maybe that's why Chisholm said she's been so overwhelmed by - and excited about - her first Olympic experience. The village is "cool, it's fun," it's "the best experience of my life" and she can't wait to get back to another Games.  

After two straight wins, including an upset of the world No.3 judoka from Germany, the 5-foot-11 Chisholm was beaten by a competitor from Japan, sending the Canadian to the repechage - or second chance - round.  

With her boyfriend cheering her on from the stands and the folks back home glued to the television, she won another two matches before losing to a Slovenian and ending what for her was a long, difficult, exhilarating day nine hours after it began.  

"I'm very, very, surprised," she said. "When I arrived here I just wanted to fight very well for my first match. I wanted to (have) a good match and I'd be very happy to do that.  

"This is my day. It's one special day."  

Just as it was for all those folks in attendance at the Moose Lodge.  

160161-110534.jpg | KEN FAUGHT TORONTO STAR Marie-Helene  Chisholm of Port Cartier, Que., throws Lucie Decosse of France in  63-kilo class of the Olympic judo tournament yesterday. 
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Heill clinches silver in judo; Austrian judoka loses to Japanese competitor Tanimoto in finals after four consecutive wins  
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Austrian judoka Claudia Heill has caused a sensation with her unexpected silver medal in the Olympic 63-kilo judo division, bringing home Austria’s second medal in the Olympics so far.  

Just one day after Markus Rogan won silver in swimming, Heill secured second place after winning four consecutive matches and losing only to Japanese judoka Ayumi Tanimoto in the final match in the Ano Liossia hall. The 22-year-old making her debut at the Olympics says she has now already fulfilled an important childhood dream.  

Double Olympic champion Peter Seisenbacher (1984/1988) watched closely has Heill took home Austria’s first Olympic medal in judo in 16 years. Favourites among the men, Patrick Reiter and Ludwig Paischer had failed to do so at previous Olympic summer games and in Athens, respectively. Heill’s medal is Austria’s also 99th Olympic medal to date.  

Heill can now look back on three relatively easy matches against Ronda Rousey from the USA, Sarah Clark of Great Britain and Hong Ok Song of the People’s Republic of Korea, and one very difficult win against Slovene judoka Urska Zolnir in the semi-finals.  

The final against Tanimoto, considered the favourite to win, only lasted 1:19 minutes. Heill said afterwards: "I don’t know what happened. I should have tried to calm the match down." Heill is a fan of the Japanese style in judo. Although Heill was not considered a favourite to win, she says she had a feeling a medal was within reach.  

SPORT First-timers Greece have Georgia on their minds  

711 words 

18 August 2004

AFX Asia

OLYMPICS  by Shigemi Sato  

ATHENS (AFX) - Georgian-born Ilias Iliadis grabbed the first ever Olympic judo gold medal for Greece when he dumped Ukraine's Roman Gontyuk in the men's under-81kg light middleweight final at the Olympics Tuesday.  

Roared on by a home crowd, the 17-year-old European champion overwhelmed the up-and-coming Gontyuk from the beginning with a near perfect throw 13 seconds into the five-minute final.  

Iliadis then scored a marginal point with a takedown and topped off his onslaught with a classic shoulder throw which stopped the fight for a knockout "ippon" finish right after two minutes.  

"I dedicate my victory to my family and, of course, Greece," Iliadis told a news conference in Georgian. It was translated into Greek by his father and coach Nikos.  

Japan, which failed to win any medals on Monday, managed to lift their fourth gold medal in as many days of the judo contest when Asian champion Ayumi Tanimoto overpowered Austrian Claudia Heill in the women's under-63 kg light middleweight final.  

China, Germany, South Korea and Greece each had one gold medal to their names with three more days to go.  

"It didn't tire me today. Judo is for strong men and you don't get tired easily," Iliadis declared as the youngest Olympic judo champion.  

"Age doesn't matter. When someone has an objective, you just work for the objective," said Iliadis, who fought in the under-73kg and faded in the third round at the world champinships in Osaka last year.  

"I was younger then. I have grown since and put on more kilos," he said. "The more you train, the better you get."  

Tanimoto, 23, who also bowed out in the third round in Osaka, floored Heill with a shoulder throw and pinned her down for 20 seconds to win her first global judo honour.  

"I was surprised when I was selected for the Olympics in April. I am surprised now as well," said Tanimoto, who won a bronze at the 2001 worlds in Munich. "It was difficult to be number one at home. I could fight rather easily in Athens."  

Iliadis survived a scare in the quarter-finals, beating Kwon Young-Woo as the South Korean was sanctioned with a penalty as their match stretched into a "golden score" sudden-death extra-time.  

He then immobilised Russian Dmitri Nossov in their semi-final.  

Nossov, 24, who won the prestigious Moscow and Hamburg tournaments this year, fought back in the consolation repechage round to win a bronze. The other bronze went to Brazil's Flavio Canto.  

Gontyuk stunned world champion Florian Wanner of Germany in the quarter-finals and reached the final by beating Poland's Robert Krawczyk with a buzzer-beating throw.  

Iliadis is the latest in a long line of ethnic Greeks to win Olympics gold.  

Ethnic Greeks across the world are a regular supplier of Olympic medals for the Greeks, who are quick to grant them citizenship after spotting their talent abroad.  

The Iliadis family moved to their fatherland in 1993 with judo as a family tradition.  

Georgian-born weightlifter Akakios Kakiasvilis, 35, has won two Olympic golds while three-times weightlifting champion Pyrros Dimas is an ethnic Greek from Albania.  

Greeks owed their first medal in the Athens Games to weightlifter Leonidas Sampanis, originally another ethnic Greek from Albania, who won bronze in the men's 62-kilo category.  

Sampanis, born in Korce, Albania in 1971, settled in Greece in 1993 and is a major in the country's air force.  

Ethnic Greeks from the United States provide the bulk of the country's Olympic baseball and the women's football squads.  

Greeks quickly embrace their foreign-born compatriots when they bestow Olympic glory on the country. But they also quickly distance themselves from them in case of ignominy.  

"Don't say Greeks, they're Greek Americans," a television presenter of a Greek channel corrected the station's sportcaster on August 9, when the latter announced that two Greeks from the country's baseball team were banned from the Games after testing positive for drugs.  

Special Section: Athens '04

Nothing left on the mat ; Springs resident has no regrets after two defeats  
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ATHENS, Greece - It took Ellen Wilson 18 years to feel like she got it right on the Olympic judo mat.  

She lost both her matches Monday in the 57 kilogram (125.5 pounds) competition at Ano Liossia Olympic Hall, but she felt like she won -- almost.  

Wilson, a 10-year resident of Colorado Springs, has never won a world championship or Olympic medal since she started practicing judo as a 10-year-old.  

On Monday afternoon, Wilson lost her consolation-round match to Italy's Cinzia Cavazzuti on points and was eliminated from the Games. The winning margin came when Wilson got thrown with 30 seconds left in the five-minute match.  

Cavazzuti countered Wilson's try at a backward throw, using Wilson's momentum to floor her. Earlier, it was a different story. Wilson lost her main-draw match to the Netherlands' Deborah Gravenstijn on a match-ending throw.  

"She just caught me," Wilson said. "I don't think I necessarily did anything wrong. She was just strong as an ox."  

In Olympic judo, two losses and you're out. But the Cavazzuti match was the one Wilson will remember, because she saw progress.  

"That match went awesome," Wilson said, bleeding from a cut on her nose suffered when she hit the mat. "I was the one that attacked and she ended up scoring on my attack. But, I mean, I did it. I did what I said I was going to do, left everything out there and I fought as well as I could've fought."  

Yvonne Boenisch of Germany beat North Korea's Kye Sun Hui, the two-time world champion, for the gold. Gravenstijn and Yurieleidys Lupetey of Cuba shared the bronze.  

For years, the 28-year-old Wilson has trained for the Olympics. She lost in the first round in Sydney in 2000, feeling overwhelmed by her first Games. She vowed to try again. She has.  

Wilson is a communications major at the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, two years from her degree. She works at The Home Depot in Pueblo as part of its athlete employment program that offers flexible hours.  

She kept her wits when she walked on the mat this time, with her parents and U.S. Olympic Training Center teammates cheering her Monday. But like in Sydney, she lost again.  

Wilson is certain she's not overmatched. She has beaten Gravenstijn. Coming into Athens, she believed she could win a medal. Wilson, said her coach, just hasn't taken that last step.  

"She's in the game," said Ed Liddie, Wilson's coach the past eight years. "She just needs to have one of those days when she beats them all at the same time. It needs to be at the right day to count, like the Olympics and the worlds."  

Wilson finds herself in a predicament: Keep chasing an Olympic medal or get on with life.  

Or both. Jimmy Pedro, who won bronze in men's judo Monday, retired from the sport after a disappointing fifth at Sydney in 2000. Two years later, he came back eager again.  

Liddie said a break may be what Wilson needs.  

"She's put her social life on hold, she's put her school on hold and she's a very smart girl," Liddie said. "Maybe she should take a year off, a year-and-a-half, try and finish school and maybe she won't have those things hanging over her head."  

Caption: MARK REIS, THE GAZETTE - BEATEN BUT NOT BATTERED: Ellen Wilson of Colorado Springs reacts after losing her first match Monday in Athens. Wilson lost to Deborah Gravenstijn of the Netherlands in the opener. In her second match, Wilson was eliminated from competition by Italy's Cinzia Cavazzuti.  

Friends at home ready for all-night party as Gill goes for third judo medal  

BY BILL BEACON  
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It will be 3 a.m. back home in Montreal _ 10 a.m. Athens time _ when Nicolas Gill begins his quest for a third Olympic judo medal Thursday.  

About 30 of Gill's friends and fellow judokas will crowd into the Montreal apartment of Patrick Esparbes, director-general of Judo Quebec, for an all-night party as they watch the medal hopeful on television.  

``A big part of the national team will be there,'' Esparbes said. ``We'll work out how to get everybody in. We'll make room. Then we can watch on TV, have a barbecue and maybe later we'll all go to a restaurant around the corner that's owned by a Greek.''  

It sounds like a Super Bowl party and maybe that's fitting for Gill, who is considered Canada's best judoka of all time.  

Gill won a bronze medal at the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona, beating world champion Hirotaki Okada, and won silver at the 2000 Games in Sydney, losing the gold medal match to Japanese star Kosei Inoue. He also has three world championship medals.  

The six-foot-one, 230-pound Gill was Canada's flag-bearer at the opening ceremonies on Friday and remains one of its top candidates to win a medal.  

But winning won't be easy.  

In his first light-heavyweight (100 kilograms) match, he is to face Michele Monti of Italy, who finished tied with Gill for fifth place at the 2003 world championships.  

The winner is likely to face European champion Ariel Zeevi _ who was Israel's flag-bearer _ in the round of 16. Zeevi's opening match is against tough Brazilian Mario Sabino.  

``Nicolas never fought Monti,'' said Esparbes. ``He's not bad _ he won bronze at the European championships _ but he's not one of the favourites. Normally, Nicolas should beat him.  

``But Zeevi, to me, is the most important match. He's one of the favourites to win the Olympic tournament. But Nicolas has faced him twice and beaten twice in the past. The statistics are on his side.''  

Getting past those two would Gill into the quarter-finals with a chance to compete for a medal later Thursday.  

Gill underwent reconstructive knee surgery in November, but said before leaving for Athens he was fit and ready.  

``He's in really good shape,'' said Esparbes, who keeps in touch with Gill by e-mail.  

Amy Cotton of Judique, N.S., is also competing on the judo mat in the 78-kilogram division. She faces Melanie Engoang of Gabon.  

Also Thursday, Mike Brown of Oshawa, Ont., will swim in the final for the men's 200-metre breastroke.  

There will also be action on the water. The lightweight men's four rowing crew are in the semifinals at Schinias Olympic Rowing and Canoeing Centre. Jon Mandick, Gavin Hassett and Iain Brambell of Victoria and Jon Beare of Toronto may compete in the shadow of the highly touted Canadian eight boat but they have been quietly improving this year and have a shot at a podium finish.  

``We still haven't reached our best race yet and nor do we want to,'' said Hassett, who is competing in his third Olympics. ``We don't want to do that until the final so we keep moving forward. The goal is to have one perfect race in the year and we'll do that on Sunday (in the final).''  

Slalom kayaker David Ford of Edmonton is back for his fourth Olympics. He'll get started with the heats Thursday. Ford went to Sydney in 2000 as the reigning world champ in the men's slalom, but sank down to 22nd.  

``I have come to these Olympics much better prepared for the pressure and expectations that go with the results I have had over the past 10 years,'' Ford said. ``When I decided to continue to compete after the disappointment in Sydney I made a deal with myself to make no compromises this time and to do everything I could to learn to be the type of competitor that could challenge for an Olympic medal.''  

In boxing, Trevor Stewardson of Medicine Hat, Ont., takes on Ahmed Ismail of Egypt in the second round of the 81-kilogram class.  

On Wednesday, Canada's baseball team looks to improve to 4-0 with a win over Greece, whose roster includes Mel Melehes of the Guelph Royals Intercounty team and George Kotteras of Markham, Ont., who's in the San Diego Padres system.  

``They're in a grove and hopefully we'll stay that way, but they're not intimidated by any team,'' said Canadian manager Ernie Whitt. ``We'll go out and play our game and whatever happen, happens.''  

In women's softball, Canada is in tough against the U.S., Wednesday before taking on Australia on Thursday.  

Also Wednesday, Brad Snyder of Windsor, Ont., competes at the Ancient Olympia Stadium in the shot put; James Garland-Cartwright of North Vancouver, B.C., is in the semifinals of the canoe slalom event; Susan Palmer-Komar of Hamilton and Lyne Bessette of Knowlton, Que., are in the women's cycling time trial and Eric Wohlberg of Levack, Ont., will ride in the men's race.  

UPDATE 1-Olympics-Judo-Iliadis becomes youngest judo champion.  

By Barnaby Chesterman       
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ATHENS, Aug 17 (Reuters) - Ilias Iliadis won a second gold medal for host country Greece on Tuesday and became the youngest men's Olympic judo champion.   

 The remarkable 17-year-old stormed to Olympic gold, blitzing double European junior champion Roman Gontyuk of Ukraine in the final as hoards of ecstatic Greeks raised the roof of the Ano Liossia Olympic Hall.   

 "My age does not matter," the Georgian-born champion said as his father Nikos translated into pigeon-Greek. "When someone has an objective, they have to fight to achieve this objective. When you have the gold medal in your sight you have to fight for it."   

 Sitting in the news conference after his victory and wearing his olive wreath, Iliadis, who won the European title in May, looked like a Greek god.   

 He started competing internationally a year ago at under 73kg but stepped up to under 81kg this year and became virtually unbeatable.   

 With a whiff of youthful arrogance he added: "It did not tire me today - judo is a sport for men and if you are a man you don't get tired."   

 That was not the case for his opponents who seemed exhausted and surprised they were surpassed by someone so young.   

 Silver-medallist Roman Gontyuk, 20, said he was happy with his medal and paid tribute to his conqueror.   

 He said: "It is a pleasure to win this medal as I did not expect it to happen. He (Iliadis) is a great champion and I am very happy with my medal."   

 Dmitri Nossov fought through the pain barrier to win bronze with a powerful pick-up technique to defeat Mehman Azizov of Azerbaijan.   

 Brazil's Flavio Canto beat Robert Krawczyk of Poland to win the other bronze medal and said he hoped it would help him get more support for the social project he runs in a slum in his home city of Rio de Janeiro.   

 JAPAN WIN   

 Japan's Ayumi Tanimoto also claimed gold, in the women's under 63kg division. She fought faultlessly and comfortably despatched Austria's Claudia Heill in one minute in her final, throwing and then pinning her foe.   

 Tanimoto was overawed by her victory, which came a year after she left the World Championships in her home county empty handed.   

 She said it was something she had dreamed of since she was a sports-mad child but that she had not expected it to happen so soon.   

 "Until now my coach and I have been talking about some day I would finally get the Olympic gold medal," she said. "We have been talking and talking and talking about it and today it has become a reality - it is as exciting as it possibly could be."   

 Tanimoto's victory heralded a new age in her division as she stood above four-time Olympic medal winner Driulys Gonzalez of Cuba.   

 Gonzalez took bronze after world champion Daniela Krukower of Argentina injured her arm in losing to Tanimoto in the semi-final and could not take further part in the competition.   

 Slovenia's Urska Zolnir joined her on the podium after she edged out Canada's Marie Chisholm to win the other bronze medal.   

Fighting

Ready To Rumble America and Russia may dominate outside the ring-- but Asia still rules when it comes to fighting  

Bryan Walsh With Reporting By Robert Horn/Bangkok, Kim Yooseung/Seoul And Michiko Toyama/Tokyo       
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Judo means "The Gentle Way" in Japanese, but there's nothing gentle about Kosei Inoue as he grapples with a teammate at an Olympic training camp near Nagano in Japan. The stuffy gymnasium reverberates with the drum roll of bodies slamming off the mats as Inoue, an Olympic gold medalist and three-time world champion, grips his sparring partner, a baby-faced giant considerably larger than the 100-kg Inoue. The pair crashes together, then ricochets in a flailing knot off the mats and out of bounds, nearly crushing a TIME reporter with a total of more than 200 kg of judo fury. "It's pretty dangerous," warns a nearby coach. "You'd better be careful." And this is just practice. Gentle, indeed.  

Asians have long monopolized the indigenous martial-arts events that feature in the Olympics--judo and Taekwondo--and the region's athletes routinely pop up on the medal podium for grinding full- contact disciplines like boxing and wrestling. In Athens, Asians will be competitive in more sports than ever before, but their best hopes for glory still lie in those that require creative methods of inflicting physical punishment.  

Judo events are once again expected to be dominated by Japan, which introduced the world to the sport at the 1964 Tokyo Games. Inoue, who is the captain of Japan's Olympic team, and Ryoko Tani-- a ruthless martial-arts master who wears pink hair-ties--will lead the way. Meanwhile, South Korea is favored to excel in Taekwondo, although Taiwan and the rest of the world have been gaining ground since the sport debuted as a medal event in 2000. Olympic boxing can always count on a contingent of tiny tough guys from Thailand; 2003 world champ Somjit Jongjohor is looking to strike gold. And in one of the newest Olympic sports, women's wrestling, Japan can expect up to four gold medals, thanks in part to Kyoko Hamaguchi, a champion heavyweight grappler who is following in the footsteps of her pro wrestler father.  

JUDO

When she was a teenage schoolgirl with an 84-match unbeaten streak, judo master Ryoko Tani was known as Ryoko Tamura; she changed her name last December when she married Japanese pro baseball player and fellow Olympian Yoshimoto Tani in a $3 million Paris wedding that was televised across Japan. Tani's popularity in her home country is as outsized as she is pint-sized, but that only makes the gold-medal pressure on the 1.46-m judoka all the more intense. She was upset in the 1992 and 1996 Games, having to settle for silver on each occasion. At Sydney in 2000, she told reporters she wanted "at best, a gold. At worst, a gold." It was the best of times and the worst of times for Tani then, as she finally broke her gold-medal jinx, fighting her way to Olympic glory.  

Since then, Tani has marched to a record sixth straight world championship, and at age 28, remains the preeminent female judoka of her era. A heel injury suffered just a month before the Olympics will make her quest for another gold the most difficult of her career, but Tani's competitiveness has trumped physical pain repeatedly in the past. "She is a born fighter," says Yasuhiro Muto, a judo writer for the Tokyo Chunichi Sports newspaper. "She is a contestant who hates losing. She changes color when it comes to a match."  

On the opposite end of the emotional spectrum is the low-key Inoue, a perfectionist whose pre-tournament ritual consists of cleaning his room until it is as spotless as his fighting record. Obsessive-compulsive tendencies have served him well. His college coach, Hidetoshi Nakanishi, remembers seeing Inoue for the first time as an 11-year-old, practicing each day until his coaches would force him to stop. Even then, Nakanishi says, "I knew he was someone to be looking forward to." Nonetheless, Inoue's gold-medal-winning performance at Sydney was a shock. To earn first place, judokas have to win five straight matches in a single day, which can take up to 25 minutes of fighting. Inoue won all of his matches by ippon (knockout) in a total of six minutes. "It is his ippon which captivates," says Nakanishi.  

Still, Inoue professes to care less about medals than what he calls "ultimate judo." "I believe from now on I have to do judo as only Kosei Inoue can," he says. "I am thinking of doing my own judo, to create a new one." And when he finally achieves that? "The moment I do will be the time for retirement."  

TAEKWONDO  

Japan will always have some of the best judo masters in the world, but their pre-eminence pales when compared with South Korea's supremacy in Taekwondo. Even though the sport has eight weight classes in the Olympics, each qualifying country is allowed to send only four athletes at most, presumably so Koreans can't monopolize the medal stands. For most South Korean Taekwondo fighters, then, the real challenge isn't just earning the gold: it's defeating fellow countrymen to qualify for the Olympics in the first place. Four years ago, for example, heavyweight Moon Dae Sung missed the Olympics after losing a last-minute rematch during national selections. He made the team this time around, and in Athens he'll be looking to use one of the strongest left kicks on earth to overpower opponents.  

But with the rest of the world increasingly embracing the sport, Korea's Taekwondo fighters can no longer afford to be complacent. China's Wei Luo, who swept to a convincing gold in the 2003 world championships, looks likely to beat South Korean Hwang Hy Sun in the 67-kg women's event, while Taiwan's Chu Mu Yen and Chen Chih Hsin are both strong gold-medal contenders. "In the case of Europeans and some Asian athletes, there is no skill difference compared with us," South Korean Taekwondo coach Kim Sae Hyeock told the JoongAng Daily. "It's just a matter of who trains better and more."  

BOXING  

Featherweight boxer Somluck Khamsing became a national hero after winning Thailand's first-ever gold medal at the 1996 Atlanta Games. As a reward, his adoring country even paid him a $1.6 million bonus. But Somluck's mercurial training habits caught up with him, and he was easily defeated in the Sydney quarterfinals. The former champ has made ends meet in recent years by hosting a TV game show, opening a BBQ restaurant and recording a hit album with two fellow fighters called Three Boxers Become Singers. Now, however, the 31- year-old is making his comeback after two years out of the ring.  

Though few pugilistic pundits give Somluck a realistic chance in Athens (he was almost bounced from the team recently for missing training sessions), his teammate Somjit Jongjohor could well become Thailand's third-ever gold medalist. Somjit, the 2003 world amateur flyweight champion, is a slick boxer with a talent for weaving out of trouble and counterpunching his way to victory. But even if he stumbles in Athens, Somjit has a backup career--like Somluck, he's recorded his own album.  

WOMEN'S WRESTLING  

The women who take to the mat in Athens won't just be battling for gold, silver and bronze--they'll be fighting for respect. That's a struggle Japan's top female wrestler, Kyoko Hama-guchi, understands well. As the daughter of popular 1970s pro wrestler Heigo (Animal) Hamaguchi, who today helps coach her, Kyoko Hamaguchi was expected to be a champion on bloodline alone. Her father never tried to make things easy on her. "I have been coaching my daughter since she was 13 and made her cry many times," he says. Determined to live up to his heady expectations, she worked harder than anyone. "The volume of her training is enormous," says sportswriter Toshiya Miyazaki, who has authored a book on the younger Hamaguchi's career. "If other wrestlers do something three times, she will do it five times." That drive has helped earn her five world championships, the first at age 19.  

One indication of how popular Hamaguchi has become in Japan is that she has been given the honor of carrying the country's flag at the opening ceremony in Athens. Though other Jap-anese wrestlers Saori Yoshida (who has never lost an international competition) and sisters Chiharu and Kaori Icho are all expected to bring home gold, most Japanese eyes will remain on Hamaguchi. Her main rival will be American heavyweight Toccara Montgomery, who handed Hamaguchi a rare defeat in their last meeting. Hamaguchi claims to be keeping things in perspective. "I am the strongest I have ever been in my wrestling life, just in time for the Athens Olympics," she says. "But whether I win or lose, I am still the same person." True enough--but her opponents in Athens are likely to find her in a decidedly less philosophical mood. --With Reporting By Robert Horn/Bangkok, Kim Yooseung/Seoul And Michiko Toyama/Tokyo  

See also Cover Story on page 32 of same issue.  

COLOR PHOTO: JUN TAKAGI FOR TIME KOSEI INOUE The Japanese judo master,  pictured throwing an opponent in practice, is primed for his second  straight gold COLOR PHOTO: CHRIS TROTMAN--NEWSPORT/ CORBIS KYOKO HAMAGUCHI Daughter of  a famous pro wrestler, she has the bloodline and the work ethic to crush  the competition COLOR PHOTO: UDN.COM CHU MU YEN The 58-kg flying fighter, right, is looking win gold in Taekwondo for Taiwan  
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GEORGINA SINGLETON missed out on a bronze medal in the judo - then blasted her Belgian opponent.  

The 27-year-old Brit lost her battle in the 52kg class against Ilse Heysen.  

And Singleton snapped: "I was robbed. She did not attack once and you're meant to get penalised if you don't do any attacking.  

"But it looked good enough as far as the refs were concerned.  

"It appears you do not have to try and throw anybody anymore, you just try to make them look bad and that's not what judo is all about."  

Singleton had been tipped for a top-three finish and the Ascot girl admitted she found the occasion emotional.  

She added: "The Olympics is everything I dreamed about.  

"It would have been nice to have gone home with a medal - but I'm proud of how I performed."  

Sport

Defeated Fallon condemns 'biased' judges;Judo;Athens Olympics
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One of Britain's best hopes for a judo medal was left baffled and irate after losing to a Greek fighter who he felt he had clearly defeated, writes Rob Hughes.  

THE JUDO hall is already a microcosm of these Olympics. It was heavy with pathos after the Greek tragedy of a lovers' tiff and a double attempted suicide involving one of the host nation's champion judokas. It is also the centre of yet another protest by an Iranian athlete to use the Games to make his points against an Israeli -a direct breach of the Olympic oath.  

It had two wonderfully composed Japanese champions, a man and a woman, emulating their first-day triumphs of Sydney four years ago. And it had an Englishman, Craig Fallon, whose world ranking suggested he might lift Great Britain and get us off to a medal start. Alas, poor Fallon: he fell to an 18-year-old Greek who was given the benefit of the judges' decisions.  

Fighting in the 60kg division in which he was was expected to do so well, Fallon, 21, won silver in Osaka at the world championships last year and is so dedicated that he missed the wedding of his sister, who he felt sure would understand the obsession because she had been a competitor herself.  

He was in command of his contest against Revazi Zinteridis, and three times his coach, Udo Quellmalz, jumped out of his chair calling for an ippon, which would have won the bout. Three times the judges disagreed, and with just four seconds to go, Fallon seemed to lose concentration.  

He drew the Greek youth onto him and was thrown onto his back where, bemused, distraught and defeated, the Englishman lay with his legs akimbo, his hands to his head. Speaking afterwards, an angry Fallon was in no doubt as to the unfairness of the judges' decision. "I knew it was going to be a bit biased," he said. "It always is when you are up against a home fighter.  

"Maybe if it hadn't been in Greece the fight would have gone the other way. There were a few times when I thought ippon would have been called in my favour, but it's up to the referees on the day.  

"I'm only 21, and in four years' time I may even be peaking. I'll get more experience over the next four years and I'll be back."  

Returning to the Greek tragedy, a week ago Eleni Ioannou, a 20-year-old judo player, either fell or jumped off a third-floor balcony after a tiff that apparently grew out of a computer game. She hit the driveway below and was critical in hospital with head and body fractures.  

The next day, after being interviewed by police, her distraught boyfriend, Giorgos Chrisostomides, 24, attempted to jump from the balcony. "I'm going to find Eleni," he said. Friends stopped him, but during a quiet meal the next day he suddenly ran across the room and plunged over the balcony. He, too, was soon on life support.  

After this sad lovers' tale, we wondered how the judo hall could restore a sense of sporting normality. But the show went on, and animated supporters from Asia and Europe seemed oblivious to the pall hanging over the arena. The Japanese, especially, restored "normal" service. Tadahiro Nomura made history by becoming the first male to win the same Olympic gold three times in a row, and Ryoko Tani (nee Tamura) is now the only woman to have won the under-48kg title twice.  

Nomura was not quite the majestic athlete he was in the past, but still knew enough, still remained calm and waited for his chance to narrowly, but assuredly, beat the Georgian Nestor Khergiani in his final, the 60kg division.  

But where Kate Howey -who has won a bronze and a silver and on the strength of that was the GB flag-bearer here -remains a hope for the nation, Arash Miresmaeili, also his country's flag-bearer on Friday, played a different kind of game afterwards.  

The Iranian is the world champion at his weight, but when he drew Ehud Vaks from Israel for today's 66kg division, he declared: "I have trained for months and I am in good shape, but in sympathy with the people of Palestine who are suffering, I refuse to fight an Israeli."  

Miresmaeili, 23, basked yesterday in the support of Islamic followers who called to thank him. The head of the Iran Olympic delegation, Nassrollah Sajadi, pronounced that he should be awarded one billion rail -worth $115,000 -as if he had won gold.  

Last night, after a meeting between the head of Iran's Olympic committee and its judo federation, it was suggested that Miresmaeili would fight. Israel's stance was that they would fight any opponent, of any origin.  

UPDATE 7-Olympics-Judo-Iran snub to Israel challenges IOC.  

By Barnaby Chesterman       
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ATHENS, Aug 15 (Reuters) - Iran defied the Olympic spirit on Sunday by refusing to contest a judo bout with an Israeli at the Athens Games, making no effort to hide the fact it was putting solidarity with the Palestinians before gold medals. Olympic judo officials met in emergency session to decide how to handle the challenge but could not reach a conclusion.  

Further discussions were scheduled for Monday. Meantime the International Olympic Committee declined comment on the invasion of bitter Middle East politics threatening the Olympic ideal. Double world champion Arash Miresmaeili was drawn to fight Ehud Vaks in the first round of the under-66kg class on Sunday but was quoted by Iran's official news agency IRNA as saying he refused to face the Israeli in solidarity with the Palestinians.  

"Although I have trained for months and am in shape I refused to face my Israeli rival in sympathy with the oppressed Palestinian people," he told IRNA.  

"I am not upset about the decision I have made."  

A spokeswoman for Iran's Olympic committee in Tehran said he was told to pull out in line with national policy toward Israel.  

Vaks said he felt for Mirasmaeili and thought the Iranian was forced not to compete: "I know how a sportsman feels. They broke his heart," Vaks said after losing in a later round.  

A prominent Jewish rights group said the future of the Olympics would be in jeopardy if the Iranians were not punished.  

"We are sorry for the athlete because he is very good and could have won a gold medal," Israeli team spokesman Yaron Michaeli said.  

OLYMPIC FIRST  

Since its 1979 Islamic revolution, Iran has refused to recognise Israel's right to exist and backed the Palestinians.  

Michaeli believed this was the first time an athlete had refused to compete against an Israeli in Olympic competition, though it had happened elsewhere. Each time Israel and Iran had been drawn against each other over the years at other events, he said, the Iranian had backed out citing injury or illness.  

Mirasmaeili was given the honour of carrying his country's flag at the opening ceremony on Friday. But he failed to make the weight for his bout - tipping the scales well over the limit, such an extraordinary error for so senior a competitor that the International Judo Federation (IJF) opened an inquiry.  

"If this situation has arisen from a political decision, the IJF will react to it," said the federation's Michel Brousse. But an IJF executive meeting came to no decision on Sunday.  

The Iranian Olympic spokeswoman in Tehran said Mirasmaeili was instructed not to fight: "This is a general policy of our country to refrain from competing against athletes of the Zionist regime and Arash Miresmaeili has observed this policy."  

Asked whether the pullout was his decision, she said: "No".  

Jewish rights group the Simon Wiesenthal Centre urged the IOC to penalise the Iranian team: "If we allow every team to pick and choose who it will compete against, then the future of the Games is in jeopardy," its dean, Rabbi Marvin Hier, said.  

Iranian President Mohammad Khatami was quoted by IRNA as saying Mirasmaeili would go down "in the history of Iranian glories" as "the champion of the 2004 Olympic Games".  

Brousse would not confirm reports that Miresmaeili had weighed in at some 2 kg over the 66-kg limit but said the difference was so significant that it warranted investigation.  

Miresmaeili was world champion in 2001 and 2003 and took fifth place at the Sydney Olympics four years ago.  

(Additional reporting by Amir Paivar in Tehran).   

Japan splits judo finals  
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ATHENS, Greece (AP) - Japan completed the second day of the Olympic judo competition Sunday with a total of three gold medals, although in the men's 66kg final was dogged by controversy.  

Japan's Matato Uchishiba took Japan's third gold medal with a victory in the men's 66kg but Yuki Yokosawa failed to make it four-for-four with a loss in her women's 52kg final.  

China's Xian Dongmei stopped Yokosawa after the Japanese upset the world champion Amarilys Savon of Cuba in the semifinals in the final second.  

Savon of Cuba and Ilse Heylen of Belgium gained the bronze medals.  

In the men's event Uchishiba ended nearly a decade of Japan's frustration in the 66kg by beating Jozef Krnac of Slovakia in the final.  

Georgi Georgiev of Bulgaria and Yordanis Arencibia Verdecia of Cuba shared the bronze.  

Given Japanese success in the other judo categories, it's surprising that Uchishiba's medal is the first for his country in a world or Olympic competition in the 66kg class since 1996.  

Uchishiba gave a hint of things to come with a victory in a major tournament at the Hamburg, Germany this year.  

In the final, Uchishiba controlled Krnac throughout. Midway through the bout he was able to get the Slovak off-balance and threw him to the mat diagonally.  

However Uchishiba and Krnac's road to the final was made easier when two-time world champion and gold medal favorite Arash Miresmaeili of Iran was disqualified for being overweight for the class.  

Miresmaeili was world judo champion in 2001 and 2003, and finished fifth at the Sydney Olympics. He carried the Iranian flag at Friday's opening ceremony and was considered a favorite to win Iran's first gold medal in judo.  

Miresmaeili was scheduled to meet an Israeli opponent, Ehud Vaks, in the first round. Iran does not recognize Israel and bans any contact with the Jewish state.  

Iranian athletes have refused to compete against Israelis in previous competitions. At the 2001 world judo championships, Mahed Malekmohammadi of Iran did not compete again Yoel Razvozov of Israel.  

International judo officials are investigating the circumstances. Miresmaeili reportedly said he wouldn't fight an Israeli opponent and may deliberately avoided the bout Sunday by showing up overweight.  

After Thursday's draw, the Iranian press agency IRNA quoted Miresmaeili as saying: "I refused to play against an Israeli rival to sympathize with the oppressed Palestinian people."  

Iran does not recognize Israel and bans any contact with the Jewish state.  

The International Judo Federation met to consider the circumstances surrounding the disqualification and will meet again Monday, said federation spokesman Michel Brousse.  

"No decision was made, but we are studying very closely this question," Brousse told The Associated Press. "We need to investigate more elements."  

In the women's event, the 29-year old Xian had already beaten Yokosawa earlier in the season in a major international tournament at Paris and handled her easily again.  

Less than two minutes into the final it was over. Yokosawa appeared to have the advantage with both on the mat. Then the Chinese hooked a leg inside from behind and went backward, flipping the Japanese on her back and taking control.  

"The feeling is unbelievable," Xian said. "I almost quit the sport but I kept going. Thanks to the people who believed in me."  

Yokosawa had been slowly rising through the judo ranks with a fifth in the 2001 world championships and a third last year.  

She felt she disappointed the Japanese fans by only getting a silver.  

"I am very sorry for all the Japanese people who supported me," Yokosawa said.  

However she produced a major upset in the semifinals beating Savon in the final second.  

In a tight defensive struggle, Savon was barely ahead with a partial takedown midway through the bout.  

With four seconds to go she looked certain to advance. Suddenly Yokosawa started a step back and flipped Savon over her for a full take down, or ippon victory.  

The bout ended and Savon covered her face and was stunned.  

"Im disappointed because in one second, I may have lost my last opportunity to win an Olympic gold medal," Savon said.  

Japan still has four world champions to come in the next five days in the remaining 10 events.  

SPORT Judo champs kick off Japan's gold-medal hunt   
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OLYMPICS  by Shigemi Sato   

ATHENS (AFX) - Tadahiro Nomura and Ryoko Tani retained their Olympic judo crowns in style here Saturday, kickstarting Japan's campaign to double their gold-medal haul from the Sydney Games.   

 Nomura, 29, dominating the men's under-60kg bantamweight with a series of knockout "ippon" finishes, became the 21st competitor and the first judoka to have won an Olympic title in three or more consecutive Games.   

 Only three have won four straight titles - American Carl Lewis in the long jump, compatriot Alfred Oeter in the discus and Dane Paul Elvstrom for sailing.    He narrowly beat another 29-year-old, Nestor Khergiani of Georgia, by the virtue of three penalty points slapped on his opponent for passivity.   

 Tani, who won a record six straight world title in the women's under-48kg bantaweight last year to underline her national icon status, overcame a fresh foot injury to win her fourth Olympic medal and the second gold.   

 She beat her French archrival Frederique Jossinet in a repeat of their clash in the world championship final in Osaka last year.   

 The 146 centimeter (4 foot 10 inch) judo queen kept on piling up points with three inperfect throws in the second half of the five-minute final after the two failed to make a major move, roared on by Japanese spectators.   

 In what could be his last Olympics, Nomura reached the final by downing four opponents by ippon, two by his favourite "seoinage" shoulder throws. But he could not dump or pin Khergiani, the 1999 world bronze medallist.   

 "I really felt the strength inside my body as I fought on, winning matches mostly by my real favourite seoinage," Nomura said.    

 "Although I could hardly execute my techniques in the final, I could display the best judo that I am able to perform now."   

 The men's bronze medals went to Khashbaatar Tsagaanbaatar of Mongolia and South Korea's Choi Min-Ho.   

 For 28-year-old Tani, formerly Ryoko Tamura, it was the first world stage since she got married to Japanese professional baseball star Yoshitomo Tani who also plays for Japan in Athens.   

 "I feel happy several times more that I did in Sydney," Tani said.   

 Asked if she would go on until the 2008 Beijing Games, she said, "Well, I may take my time in reaching any conclusion."   

 Until the final Tani swept aside three opponents by ippon, despite a fresh injury to her left ankle. She twisted her left ankle in training a month ago.   

 "I could not train for three weeks but I felt a stronger urge to fight and win," she said.   

 Nomura also made history by clinching the 100th gold medal in Japan's Olympic history.   

 Mikio Oda became the first Japanese Olympic champion when he triple-jumped to glory at the 1928 Amsterdam Games.    

 Japan have relied heavily on judo for their gold hunt in recent decades after also excelling in gymnastics and wrestling.   

 They came home with five golds, four of them in judo, from Sydney and they hoped to snatch at least 10 here.   

Kim reborn as judo referee  
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For most athletes, winning the gold at the Olympics is their ultimate goal.  

But for Kim Mi-jung, the 1992 Barcelona Games judo gold medalist in women's under 72-kilogram division, it was a beginning of an 'even greater' dream: refereeing the gold medal match in the Olympics.  

Twelve years after defeating Tanabe Yoko of Japan in Barcelona, Kim, 33, will be back on the Olympic judo mat, this time as a referee. She is one of 24 international referees chosen by the International Judo Federation for more than 600 matches scheduled at Ano Liossia Olympic Hall in Athens beginning a week from Saturday.  

Kim says it is a different kind of pressure now as a referee than it was as a competitor in the Olympics.  

"As a fighter, you only think about your own performance, like what skills you should use to flip the opponent on the mat, and if you lose, it's your own loss." Kim said in an interview with The Korea Herald right before she left for Athens on Wednesday. "But as a referee, you should be thinking of where the two fighters will move next, and if you lose your focus for just a few seconds, you can take away victory from the winner by making a mistake."  

Judo referees should be attentive enough to follow the two fighters' moves on the mat, but at the same time they shouldn't get in anyone's way, she noted.  

"Olympics are very special. It's more special than the world championships or any other sporting events, because athletes are representing their nation and fighting to bring honor to their country," she said in her office at Yong-in University. She has been teaching young judokas at her alma matar since 1995.  

Kim's refereeing schedule is yet to be finalized, but she is expected to be kept off matches involving the Korean team.  

She has been remarkably successful as a referee just like her past career as a judoka, which she retired from in 1994 after winning the only title missing from her illustrious career - the Asian Games champion. She left the sport with titles of three major international events - the 1991 world championship, the 1992 Olympic Games and the 1994 Asian Games.  

In 2002, after serving as a continental referee for two years, she became the first female international judo referee in Korea by attaining a Class A license. She made her debut as an internatoinal referee at the Osaka World Judo Championship last September. With her skills and accuracy recognized by world judo officials, she was selected for the final match, which is considered to be quite an honor.  

Being selected as an Olympic referee was another blessing for her. Korea was allocated two seats for Olympic judo referees, and despite her relatively limited experience, Kim took one of them with senior referee Moon Won-bae.  

"Being a fair and accurate referee, that's my goal for the Athens Games. Then my dream of referee ing an Olympic gold medal match will someday come true," she said.  

While a judo match is refereed by a team of three judges, one chief referee and two side judges, they are also being assessed by judo officials, who decide which referee will take up more important matches in the next round, based on each referee's performance in the preliminaries, she said.  

"I reached the highest level I could as an athlete and then I was retired, thinking there was no where but down at that time. But as a referee I can now dream of being on top, and on the judo mat all the time," said Kim.  

(milaya@heraldm.com)  
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