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Ze'evi returns to Egypt for worlds  

ORLY HALPERIN       

5 September 2005

The Jerusalem Post

CAIRO - When his feet touched the ground at Cairo International Airport Sunday night, Arik Ze'evi smiled bitterly.  

Israel's top judoka, an Olympic medallist, and the national judo team competed here 11 years ago at the world judo championships. "The crowd booed us hysterically," Ze'evi told The Jerusalem Post as he waited along with the rest of the 16-person Israeli delegation of wrestlers, coaches, security personnel and medical team for their passport to be stamped. "To their delight we didn't even pass the preliminaries."  

At this year's worlds, which begin here on Thursday, he and his fellow judokas hope to do better than the last time Israel competed in the Egyptian capital.  

Ze'evi is the only member of the current delegation to have competed on Egyptian soil - or in any Muslim country for that matter.  

None of the team members were indifferent to the location of this championship. "All of us are excited," said Tania Simantov, a 17-year-old, 48 kilo, 1.52-meter female judoka, who is a three- time European champion. "When people ask 'Where is the world championship this year?' and you answer 'It's in Egypt', it's like 'wow.'"  

While relations between Israel and Egypt have improved considerably in the last nine months, it remains to be seen how the Egyptian fans will welcome the white robbed, black- belted Israeli wrestlers when they stand in the middle of a Cairo stadium.  

"I'm not sure that it'll make much difference," said Avisar Sheineman, 23, waiting for customs, his sleeveless shirt exposing massive biceps.  

Anyway, he's used to a hostile crowd. "You become used to it after you've been in France's biggest stadium and 150,000 people are booing at you."  

"The difference," he said, "is if they are booing at you every time you get on the mat or if they boo just when you play against their countrymen."  

At the judo worlds in 1994, they booed every time an Israeli competed. Even though Ze'evi was injured four days ago and still does not know if he will be playing on Thursday, he is looking forward to competing. "If the stadium is filled with Egyptian fans, and I win, I imagine it won't make them very happy - which will make me very happy," said Ze'evi.  

'Team World' out to exact revenge on Japan  

NR       

6 September 2005

Agence France Presse

CAIRO, Sept 7 (AFP) -  

Judokas swept away by Japan at last year's Olympics have the chance to exact their revenge on the tatami mats of Cairo's national stadium where the 2005 world judo championships begin on Thursday.  

Japan won a record eight gold medals in Athens, leaving traditional superpowers like Russia and France nursing seriously bruised egos.  

Which makes the next four days in the Egyptian capital the perfect opportunity to try and restore some pride and set down an early marker for the Beijing Games in 2008.  

And the Athens' also-rans have reason to feel positive at the first ever championships to be held in Africa as Japan turn up in Egypt with a severely weakened team.  

Among those missing are three Olympic champions Noriko Anno (retired), Ryoko Tani Tamura (a six time world titleholder on maternity leave), Tadahiro Nomura (three time world champion), and the Sydney Olympic hero the mighty Kosei Inoue (injured).  

But Japan can still count on some pretty smart operators like Yasuyuki Muneta, who will defend his over 100-kilogram title won in Osaka two years ago where he comes up against bronze medallist Tamerlan Tmenov of Russia.  

That leaves Yohei Takai to take part in the open class in his first attempt at the worlds. World open class champion and Olympic titleholder Keiji Suzuki is set to compete in the under 100kg class.  

Explaining their astonishing success in Athens, Japanese judo legend Yasuhiro Yamashita said: "We have very good techniques, not just raw power or crafty strategy. We don't become defensive after scoring a point. We fight to the end, aiming for an ippon."  

Among those countries waiting to exploit any loosening of Japan's grip on the medals' front are Spain, led by Isabel Fernandes, Russia with Tmenov and Alexander Mikhaylin, and Turkey with Selim Tataroglu.  

France have high hopes of their five-time European champion and world Open weight champion from 2001, Celine Lebrun in the women's under 78kg division.  

And the Netherlands Dennis van der Geest is a fighter who is at his best on the big stage.  

Tunisias Tournoi de Paris winner Anis Chedly meanwhile could be Africa's best hope of a medal.  

The championships take place at a time when the sport is flourishing.  

Park Yong-sung, president of the International Judo Federation, reflected: "The greatest accomplishment over the last ten years has been to solidify our position within the Olympic Programme. Ten years ago, it was clear that Judo was at risk of being removed from the Olympic Programme.  

"A young visitor from Ireland who was watching the Judo Competition at the Athens Olympics for the first time said to me, 'Judo was the only event that I went to where I felt the true Olympic competitive energy.'.  

"By promoting our innovations, technological developments and young judokas, we will build a more hopeful, brighter Judo universe where new fans can discover a truly special sport."  

A sport that will be on display in Cairo over the next four days.  

PREVIEW-Judo-Suzuki favourite to profit from Inoue injury   

By Barnaby Chesterman        

7 September 2005

Reuters News

CAIRO, Sept 7 (Reuters) - The absence through injury of Japan's Kosei Inoue could open the door for compatriot Keiji Suzuki to win his first title in his own weight division at the World Judo Championships, which start on Thursday.   

Suzuki is favourite to take the light-heavyweight (-100kg) competition after claiming the Olympic heavyweight (+100kg) crown in Athens last year and winning the World Open title two years ago in Osaka, Japan.   

Inoue has dominated judo in his division since 1999, winning three world titles and the Sydney Olympics but finished out of the medals at the Athens Games.   

His long-running shoulder injury now gives Suzuki a chance to further break his stranglehold on the sport.   

Japan will not only be missing the irrepressible Inoue.   

Three-time bantamweight (-60kg) champion Tadahiro Nomura has retired and Ryoko Tani, a double Olympic and six-time world champion also at bantamweight (-48kg), is taking the year off.   

Both have able replacements in Tatsuaki Egusa, who finished runner-up in the prestigious Paris Super World Cup event in February and Kayo Kitada, twice a winner in Paris.   

Away from the Japanese, all eyes will be on Greek Olympic champion Ilias Iliadis to see if he can repeat his victory in Athens, and his cousin Zurab Zviadauri, who also impressed at the Olympics.   

Zviadauri, a super-middleweight (-90kg), is Georgian, where Iliadis grew up before moving to Greece three years ago.   

There were rumours they might meet as Iliadis has been fighting at super-middleweight this year, winning the Paris tournament, but his coach and father says he will be competing at middleweight (-81kg) in Cairo.   

Cuban Driulis Gonzalez, a four-time Olympic medallist, is among two women looking to win their third world titles.   

Gonzalez has held off retirement for another year to continue competing in the middleweight (-63kg) division, although her two world titles came at light-middleweight (-57kg).   

Japan's Masae Ueno has dominated at super-middleweight (-70kg) for four years, winning the world title in 2001 and 2003 and the Olympic crown last year.   

Her most likely competition will come from the Netherlands' Edith Bosch, who beat her in the final in Paris this year before winning a second successive European title on home soil in May.   

The first categories to be contested on Thursday will be +100kg and -100kg for the men and +78kg and -78kg for the women.   

Nartey to make debut for Ghana  

7 September 2005

Bath Chronicle

Teambath judo player Emmanuel Nartey will make a piece of history this week by becoming the first athlete to represent Ghana at the World Judo Championships.  

Nartey is the only judo player to be selected by Ghana to compete at the 24th World Judo Championships, which start tomorrow in Cairo, Egypt.  

The 22-year-old, originally from the Ghanaian capital Accra, will compete in the under-73kg division.  

He says it is a huge honour to be the first judo player to represent his country at the championships.  

"It's fantastic," he said. "Every judo player wants to compete at the World Championships and the Olympics.  

"There will be some very experienced players there, but I'm going to go there and be positive."  

Nartey was Ghanaian national champion at under-66kg from 1997 to 2002 and represented his country in that weight division at the Manchester 2002 Commonwealth Games. He was disappointed to lose in the first round to Scotland's David Somerville, who went on to win the silver medal.  

Nartey came to the UK at the end of 2002 and has spent the last 18 months as a trooper with the 1st Royal Tank Regiment of the British Army based in Warminster and training at the University of Bath.  

He has since stepped up a division to under-73kg and says training at the University's sports training village - which features a state-of-the-art judo dojo and fitness suite - has done his judo the power of good.  

"I decided to quit after the Commonwealth Games because I didn't perform very well. But training at the University of Bath had made a big, big difference to me. People who used to beat me 18 months ago can't get near me now.  

"The Army have been really supportive as well - they've been great," added Nartey, who also aims to represent his country at the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.  

Nartey travelled to Cairo with the British team and trains with Britain's Craig Ewers, who also competes in the under-73kg division.  

But the pair will have to train separately once the draw is made if they are pitted against each other.  

Norito Katabuchi, TeamBath assistant judo coach, has been selected as the Ghana National Coach for the event.  

Katabuchi, who is studying at the University's English language centre, has been mentored by Roy Inman OBE, TeamBath's head judo coach.  

The Ghana National Sports Council have also requested that Mike Callan, the sports development manager at the University of Bath's department of sport, be its head of delegation for the championships.  

Callan said: "I am really proud to have been asked to take on this role. This is the first time Ghana have competed at the World Championships and I'm delighted to be able to play a small part in bringing another nation into the world judo family.  

"Emmanuel has a lot of promise and has been training very hard at the University.  

"I would also like to thank 1st Royal Tank Regiment for all their support."  

Callan and Inman will also present papers to the World Science of Judo Conference, which takes place in Cairo immediately before the championships.  

“Kye Soon Hee Will Win Her Third Straight World Championship”  

by Jae-Yun
Jung jaeyuna@donga.com       

8 September 2005

Dong-A Ilbo Daily

Secretary of the North Korean Judo Association Park Hak Yong said, “I feel proud to be Korean.” Secretary Park said that he was very happy for the success of President Park Yong-sung’s third term as the President of the International Judo Federation (IJF). With eight North Korean national judo competitors, Secretary Park will participate in the World Judo Championships to be held in Cairo, Egypt starting September 8.  

Secretary Park, a key figure of North Korean judo, is a former judo gold medalist in the 1985 Universiade Games and has close relations with Korean judo circles by joining spates of international matches since when he was a contestant.  

Park is close to President Kim Jung-haeng and Vice President Choi Jong-sam of the Korea Judo Association (KJA), and a referee of the World Championship this year, secretary general of the Judo Union of Asia (JUA), Moon Won-bae.  

Park said, “We hope that Kye Soon Hee, a North Korean heroine, will win a gold medal in the championship, as she recovered from her hand injury.”  

Kye Soon Hee (27) is a North Korean star judo champion who won the gold medal in the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games by defeating world Japanese star, Tani Rokyo. Kye Soon Hee won her two championships in the 2001 World Judo Championships in Munich and in the 2003 Osaka World Judo Championships. Though Kye has since won the silver medal in the 2004 Athens Olympic Games, she is firmly determined to win her third straight World Championship.  

Kye Soon Hee will play at 57 kilograms in the championship this time, as she did in the Athens Olympic Games. She has gradually increased her weight since she played at 48 kilograms in the Atlanta Olympic Games and at 52 kilograms in the Osaka World Championships.  

Secretary Park broadly smiled, saying, “I hope Kye Soon Hee will marry a good man after winning a gold medal in the championship this time.”  

Park suggested that Korea should closely observe Ahn Geum Ae for the championship, who won the gold meal for the women’s 52-kilogram class in the 2005 Asia Judo Championship in May.   

Russian judo wrestler wins his third World Champion title.  

8 September 2005

RIA Novosty

MOSCOW, September 8 (RIA Novosti) - Russian judo wrestler Alexander Mikhailin won his third World Champion title at the 2005-Judo World Championship in Cairo, Egypt Thursday.  

The Russian defeated Yasuyuki Muneta in the 100kg-plus weight category bringing Russia the gold medal at the opening day of the championship.  

Earlier in the day, Russia's Dmitry Kabanov won the bronze in the below 100kg weight category. The 2004-Athens Olympics silver medallist, Tea Donguzashvili, took fourth place in the 78kg-plus weight category.  

Kazakhstan sportsmen participate in World Judo Championship in Egypt

9 September 2005

Organisation of Asia-Pacific News Agencies

ASTANA. September 8. KAZINFORM /Nazym Shakhanova/ - Kazakhstan sportsmen take part in the World Judo Championship, which has been opened in Cairo (Egypt) September 8.565 judoists from 94 countries of the world announced their participation in the tournament.  

National team, consisting of 9 sportsmen, will represent Kazakhstan at the XXIV World Championship. The team includes the participants of 2004 Olympic Games in Athens Askhat Zhitkeyev, Maksim Rakov, Yeldos Iksangaliyev and two women Sholpan Kaliyeva and Sagat Abikeyeva.  

The World Judo Championship is conducted biyearly.  

Russian team wins two medals at 2005-Judo World Championship.  

9 September 2005

RIA Novosty

MOSCOW, September 9 (RIA Novosti) - The Russian team captured the minimum number of medals it wanted overall on the first day of the 2005-Judo World Championship in Cairo, Egypt, the president of the Russian Judo Federation (RJF) and National Judo Union (NJU) said Friday.  

Alexei Gordeyev said: "Alexander Mikhailin's gold (in the 100kg-plus weight category) and Dmitry Kabanov's bronze (100kg weight category) is the perfect result for the first day of the championship, which is being attended by the strongest judo wrestlers from 89 countries."  

"The gold in Cairo was a logical result of the successful year for our heavy-weight wrestler. We obviously hoped he would win but sports is sports," Gordeyev said. "There are always doubts until the very last second and any little thing can influence the desired result. I am happy the Russian won a convincing victory in a prestigious weight category to take his third World Champion title. Dmitry Kabanov, a World Championship debutant, also pleased Russian judo fans by winning the bronze."  

Russian team wins two medals at 2005-Judo World Championship.  

9 September 2005

RIA Novosty

MOSCOW, September 9 (RIA Novosti) - The Russian team captured the minimum number of medals it wanted overall on the first day of the 2005-Judo World Championship in Cairo, Egypt, the president of the Russian Judo Federation (RJF) and National Judo Union (NJU) said Friday.  

Alexei Gordeyev said: "Alexander Mikhailin's gold (in the 100kg-plus weight category) and Dmitry Kabanov's bronze (100kg weight category) is the perfect result for the first day of the championship, which is being attended by the strongest judo wrestlers from 89 countries."  

"The gold in Cairo was a logical result of the successful year for our heavy-weight wrestler. We obviously hoped he would win but sports is sports," Gordeyev said. "There are always doubts until the very last second and any little thing can influence the desired result. I am happy the Russian won a convincing victory in a prestigious weight category to take his third World Champion title. Dmitry Kabanov, a World Championship debutant, also pleased Russian judo fans by winning the bronze."  

Gordeyev said the result was largely down to new approaches adopted by Russian judo specialists. "This year we had a reshuffle in the coaching team and paid particular attention to the scientific and methodical provision of the teams," he said. "In particular, this year a scientific group went to the Egyptian capital to monitor the health of Russia's wrestlers."  

"There are three more days of the Championship. The successful showing of the Russian wrestlers on the first day must give strength and confidence to their teammates in the fight for the world leadership," Gordeyev said.  

There are 16 sets of medals at stake at the Judo World Championship.  

Zolnir and Sraka Win Bronze at Judo Worlds

9 September 2005

STA

Cairo, 09 September (STA) - Slovenia's Urska Zolnir and Rasa Sraka have won bronze in their respective categories at the Judo World Championships in Cairo.  

Zolnir, the bronze medalist from last year's Olympic Games, won the medal on Friday in the 63 kg category after she beat Canadian Marie Helen Chrisholm.  

Meanwhile, Rasa Sraka defeated Germany's Anett Boehm in her bid for bronze in the 70 kg category, completing an extraordinary streak that she started earlier today with a win over two-time world champion Masae Uena of Japan in the first round.  

The bronzes are the first Slovenian medals ever at Judo World Championships.  

Egyptian judo organisers under fire  

10 September 2005

Agence France Presse

CAIRO, Sept 10 (AFP) -  

Egyptian organisers have come under fire for a series of mishaps including a mysterious case of missing kiminos at the world judo championships here this week.  

Thursday's opening day's action had to be delayed when a batch of competitors' kit went AWOL, much of it not turning up until the following day.  

The French delegation, which numbers newly crowned world champion Lucie Decosse in its midst, lost 20 percent of their equipment.  

"Some clothing came back covered with oil and so virtually unusable. We got all of ours back eventually," reported Jean-Luc Rouge, president of the French Judo Federation.  

Another complaint concerned competitors' vests, which had first names instead of the traditional surname on the back, leaving spectators often at a loss to identify who was on the mat.  

"That was probably to do with the fact that we're in Egypt, where it's the practise to use first names," said an IJF spokesman.  

Sponsors' tags were left off some vests.  

A lack of available drinking water was also noted, while some seasoned judo observers criticised the state of the tatami mats, pointing to a standard of cleanliness below that expected at a world championships.  

A list of grievances was handed to the Egyptian Judo Federation (EJF) by Park Yong-sung, the Korean head of the International Judo Federation (IJF).  

The organisers were putting a brave face on the matter.  

Samir Aziz, the championship's technical director, said: "This is the first time we've ever staged such an important event, and as far as we're concerned there are no problems.  

"There was a problem with the kimonos on Thursday, some countries' equipment got mixed up, but that was quickly resolved.  

"Everything's running smoothly."  

Judo-Organisational chaos mars world championships

By Barnaby Chesterman       

10 September 2005

Reuters News

CAIRO, Egypt, Sept 10 (Reuters) - The problems affecting the world judo championships have reached new lows after a team was left without its judo suits because they were covered in oil.  

Countries submitted their suits to Egypt's organising federation so the back patches indicating their country and weight categories can be sewn on.  

But when the suits from an unnamed country came back they were covered in black oil and left unusable, according to French Judo president Jean-Luc Rouge.  

It was the latest in a string of organisational blunders that have upset fighters, coaches, officials and journalists, yet the official line from an Egyptian Federation spokesman is: "Everything is going smoothly".  

On the first day of competition there was not enough water provided to the athletes while the warm-up area where fighters prepare for their bouts is in a filthy garage.  

Journalists arrived in the press tribune to find there were no power sockets and internet access rarely lasts more than a minute or two before crashing.  

INFORMATION SCARCE  

Information is scarce and there is no press or media manager to approach when problems arise.  

Even worse, the host broadcaster sent out a transmission without graphics meaning television pictures were beamed across the world with no information on who was fighting.  

A spokesman for Hyundai Sports International, the marketing partner for the International Judo Federation, said: "We are considering suing over this or even holding back some of the fee we agreed."  

Incredibly, the stadium has not been cleaned since the competition began on Thursday and opening ceremony dancers have incurred the wrath of judo great and International Judo Federation coaching director Yasuhiro Yamashita.  

He was angry that they performed their routine on the judo mats in shoes, even though for health and cleanliness reasons wearing shoes on the mat is not allowed.  

With two days of competition still to go, it remains to be seen what the next problem might be but no doubt Egypt will still declare the tournament a resounding success.  

A tale of broken dreams and missing kimonos  

10 September 2005

Agence France Presse

CAIRO, Sept 10 (AFP) -  

Despair written all over his face, the big Kazakh sunk to his knees, remaining motionless for what seemed like an eternity, quite clearly the saddest man in Cairo.  

Maxim Rakov had been on the brink of winning a bronze medal at the judo world championships, but, his guard down, he was caught out by a sly ippon throw in the dying seconds.  

On the sidelines the team coach, his face red with frustration, lashed out at a nearby table.  

Judo is all about dignity and honour, and here for a few seconds at Egypt's national stadium the broken fighter had his stripped away like old paint off a door.  

As a detached bystander it was awkward to witness - a bit like watching an inebriated relative making an inappropriate speech at a wedding - you just didn't want to be there.  

But even in his moment of personal hell the judoka still managed to observe the rituals that make this ancient sport such a fascinating business.  

Rising lugubriously to his feet he took two steps back to the edge of the mat, executed the traditional bow, and, with his eyes fixed to the floor, trudged off to crumple into the arms of his coach.  

Judo competitors come in all shapes and sizes - with M R Roodaki of Iran easily the most fearsome of them all.  

Yet brains will always win over brawn in this sport where technique is master, and after a particularly bruising loss to a Georgian the giant-sized Roodaki hobbled off the tatami like a grumpy bear with bunions.  

This being Egypt local customs inevitably dictate the rhythm of the tournament - for instance everything shuts down around midday - nothing to do with pandering to television schedules but simply so as to give people the chance to observe prayers.  

Even the local electricity seems to get in on the act as it always seems to pick this moment to cut out.  

Then, at 1246 local time on Saturday, September 10, 2005, West locked horns with East - the United States' Anne-Valerie Gotay stepping up to face North Korea's Kye Sun-Hui.  

Gotay's coach Ed Liddie however was quick to brush aside the heavy political undertones of the occasion.  

"We don't allow politics to get in the way," he said after defeat for his girl.  

"Anne-Valerie approached this bout like any other, just focussing on her opponent, whom she respects as a great judo fighter."  

As Liddie spoke the click-clack of two archaic sewing machines could be heard hard at work nearby.  

The machines' operators, Mr Mohamed and Mr Youssif, are kept busy stitching the names' of the sponsors on competitors' vests, which, in a neat trick to confuse spectators, use first names rather than surnames to identify their wearers.  

The big talking point of the week was the case of the disappearing kimonos.  

A sizeable batch of them mysteriously went AWOL on Thursday - the French delegation temporarily lost 20 per cent of their kit - causing an embarrassing delay to the opening day's action.  

This was one of several organisational hiccups at the championships but Samir Aziz, the Egyptian Judo Federation's technical director, was sanguine.  

"We did have a problem there with the kit but that was quickly sorted out. And as far as I'm concerned everything's going smoothly."  

Which is more than can be said for our friend from Kazakhstan.  

Judo Worlds

10 September 2005

Associated Press Newswires

BC-Judo-Worlds,0128  

Kye retains world title, reverses Athens final result  

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) -- Sun Hui Kye of North Korea retained the 57-kilogram title by beating Olympic champion Yvonne Boenisch of Germany at the world judo championships on Saturday.  

Kye, the 1996 Olympic champ who lost to Boenisch in the Athens final, won her third world title.  

Olympic champion Masato Uchishiba of Japan fell to Joao Derly of Brazil in the men's under-66 final.  

First-time world champions included men's lightweight winner Akos Braun of Hungary, and women's 52-kilogram champ Ying Li of China.  

Braun defeated Francesco Bruyere of Italy, while Ying stopped Yuki Yokosawa of Japan, the silver medalists at the Athens Games.  

Li Ying strikes gold at world judo championships

11 September 2005

Xinhua News Agency

CAIRO, September 11 (Xinhua) -- Li Ying won the title of the women's 52kg category to give China the second gold medal at the ongoing world judo championships here on Saturday.  

Li, who competed in her first world championships, relied on her fast attacking to beat Olympic silver medalist Yuki Yokosawa of Japan in the final.  

China won its first gold on the opening day of the world championshps when Tong Wen powered to victory in the women's over 78kg category on Thursday.  

But China felt more delighted with Li's gold in the light-weight category, where the country is not as dominant as in heavy-weight divisions.  

"Our traditional strength lies in heavy-weight categories, but we are weak in light-weight categories, so Li's victory is more inspiring,"said Xiong Fengshan, general secretary of Chinese Judo Association.  

While China was in a celebratory mood, judo powerhouse Japan slumped to a gold-less day, garnering no more than two silvers.  

Olympic champion Masato Uchishiba powerd to the final of the men' s under 66kg category, only to be stopped by unknown Junior Joao Der of Brazil.  

Yokosawa, who was pipped in the 52kg final at Athens Olympics, bowed to another Chinese judoka in Li Ying at the worlds.  

But Kye Sun-hui of Democratic People's Republic of Korea managed to revenge on her loss in the final of women's under 57 category to German Yvonne Boenisch by beating the same opponent in Saturday's final of the worlds.  

The category has been dominated by the two fighters in the last two years, starting from Kye's victory over Boenisch in the 2003 world championship final in Osaka.  

In the men's under 73kg contest, European champion Akos Braun of Hungary downed Italian Francesco Bruyere to take his first world title.   

Judo-Cuban 17-year-old steals show at World Championships

By Barnaby Chesterman       

11 September 2005

Reuters News

CAIRO, Sept 11 (Reuters) - Teenager Yanet Bermoy of Cuba upset veteran Frenchwoman Frederique Jossinet to win the under 48kg gold medal at the World Judo Championships on Sunday.  

Dennis van der Geest completed a memorable tournament for the Netherlands by winning his country's third gold but Japan still topped the medals table after Midori Shintani won the women's open category with a stunning throw to fell Karina Bryant of Britain.  

There was better news for the British with Craig Fallon's victory in the under 60kg division to become their first world champion since 1999.  

Bermoy is competing in her first season of international competition but she looked as if she had fought at this level all her life brushing aside far more experienced opponents.  

The 17-year-old struggled to find a big technique in the final against Jossinet but out-foxed her wily opponent to force three decisive penalties.  

Van der Geest has been winning medals at world championships and Olympic Games since 1999 but the best he had managed until Sunday was silver two years ago when he was beaten by Japan's Yasuyuki Muneta.  

This year, though, he made up for his disappointing performance in the over 100kg division on Thursday - where he crashed out in the first round - by throwing Russia's Tamerlan Tmenov for ippon in the open final.  

It was the Netherlands' best ever performance in the World Championships with three gold and two bronze medals.  

Japan also finished on three golds after Shintani produced a lightning quick counter foot-sweep to deny Bryant and consign the Briton to a second silver medal of the tournament.  

It was Bryant's fifth medal at this level but with three silver and two bronze, the four-time European champion has yet to hear her national anthem at a world championship.  

It was a fantastic turnaround for Shintani who bowed out in the first round of the open two years ago in her home country but she more than made up for it with this performance.  

Fallon made up for Bryant's disappointment by going one place better than two years ago when he lost in the final while nursing an elbow injury sustained when avoiding an armlock in his quarter-final.  

This time, fully fit and focussed, the Briton beat his old rival Ludwig Paischer of Austria in a close final.  

There was little between the pair in a tactical duel that was decided by a single score when Fallon managed to turn Paischer onto his side for a minor point.  

The closeness of his defeat will be of little consolation to the Austrian who has never beaten Fallon in four attempts.  

Kyodo sports news summary  

12 September 2005

Kyodo News

----------Judo: Japan denied team gold at world championships

CAIRO - The Japanese men went down to archrival South Korea 3-2 in the final of the men's team event Monday, settling for silver for the second time running at the world judo championships.  

The Japanese women's team, the gold medal winner at the 2003 world championships in Osaka, took bronze with a win over China following a semifinal defeat at the hands of South Korea.  

----------Sumo: Asashoryu bounces back with win at Autumn sumo  

TOKYO - Yokozuna Asashoryu got back on the winning track after an opening day defeat with a demolition of Kokkai on the second day of the Autumn Grand Sumo Tournament on Monday.  

Asashoryu, who was stunned in a loss to newly promoted komusubi Futeno a day earlier, got revenge against Kokkai for a close defeat to the Georgian wrestler at the Nagoya Basho in July with a convincingly victory at Tokyo's Ryogoku Kokugikan.  

----------Judo: Japan's Shintani strikes gold at world championships

CAIRO - Midori Shintani saved the blushes for Japan by winning the women's open category Sunday, giving her country its only gold medal in women's competition at the world judo championships.  

Shintani rebounded from an early point deficit to beat European champion Karina Bryant of Britain with a superbly executed reverse leg trip 16 seconds left in the final as she won her first major international title.  

South Korea win men's judo friendly, France wins women's  

12 September 2005

Associated Press Newswires

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) - South Korea won the men's team event and France the women's on Monday, a day after the last finals of the world judo championships.  

In the men's contest, South Korea took the gold medal, Japan the silver, and Brazil and Georgia each received bronzes.  

France won the women's gold from South Korea, and Algeria and China were third.  

The International Judo Federation described the contests as "promotional team championships."  

Sport

Judo: Craig"s golden joy for Britain  

12 September 2005

Evening Mail

CRAIG Fallon is on top of the world after striking gold in Cairo. His victory in the men"s 60kg weight category at the 2005 World Judo Championships makes him only the third British male to achieve a world title, following in the footsteps of Neil Adams MBE, who took the title in 1981, and Graeme Randall in 1999.  

The 23-year-old dominated the competition in the preliminary rounds, beating Arturo Ceniceros, of Mexico, Gal Yekutiel, of Israel, and Egusa Tatsuaki, of Japan.  

In the semi-final he triumphed over Salamat Utarbeyev, of Kazakhstan, before meeting Ludwig Paischer, of Austria, in a tense final, with Fallon winning the match with a yuko (five- point score).  

The result for Fallon, who trains at the Hardy Spicer 83 Judo Club in Wolverhampton, tops his other great successes, which includes silver at the 2003 World Championships in Japan and gold at the 2002 Commonwealth Games in Manchester. Karina Bryant won silver in the Women"s Open weight category, her sixth World Championship medal. The 26-year-old Briton was disappointed not to the clinch the gold, losing only to Midori Shintani, of Japan, in the final. The silver was the second to come from Bryant at the championships, having also been placed second in the Women"s +78kg weight category.  

Colin McIver, the performance director, said: "Craig Fallon has become our first world champion in six years and has achieved what only two British men have accomplished before him.  

"This is an outstanding result, a title that proves his talent, and comes after a great deal of hard work. We will see a lot more in the future from this exceptionally talented young athlete.  

"In addition Karina Bryant has yet again delivered on a world stage, winning two silver medals. She is undoubtedly one of the top heavyweight female judo players in the world  

JERUSALEM POST
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Iranian judoka loses rather than face Yekutiel

By JERUSALEM POST STAFF

Just one year after reigning world judo champ Arash Miresmaeili of Iran cooked up a scheme to avoid fighting an Israeli at the Olympics, another Iranian judoka has been accused of throwing a match for the same reason. 

Members of the Israel Judo Federation claim that Vahid Sarlak purposely lost to Nijat Shikhalizada of Aizerbaijan during a consolation-round bout to avoid a potential match against Gal Yekutiel in the match before the medal round. 

Last year during the judo competition in Athens, reigning Iranian champ Arash Miresmaeili came in overweight and was disqualified after drawing Israel's Udi Vaks in the first round. Miresmaeili later received a $125,000 prize, the same Iran's gold-medal winners, for refusing to face Vaks. 

Yekutiel, who had a first-round bye, won his first match of the day via ippon against Venezuela's Javier Guedez, but then lost to eventual gold medal winner Craig Fallon of Great Britain in the next round. He would win twice more in the consolation bracket, but was eliminated in the end by Shikhalizada and finished seventh. 

Shikhalizada went on to earn a bronze medal. 

The other Israeli contestant on Sunday, Tatiana Siman-Tov (women's under-48kg), lost her opening bout and was not ranked.

DONG-A ILBO.com

Kye Soon Hee Wins Her Third Straight World Judo Championship 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2005 07:02

by Jae-Yun Jung (jaeyuna@donga.com)

The scene was the final match in the 57kg category of the 2005 World Judo Championship held on September 11 at Cairo Stadium in Egypt. 

Kye Soon Hee (26), North Korea’s “Judo Heroine,” attempted an inner thigh throw against Yvonne Bönisch (Germany) within less than 20 seconds of the start of the match. For a moment, Bönisch was up in the air. The next moment she was on the mattress. 

Realizing that she has won the world championship for the third time, Kye buried her face in her hands and burst into tears. 

Kye was not the only one who burst into tears. Officials and other players on the North Korean Judo team were overwhelmed by her victory and cried. The about 50-strong North Korean cheerleading squad seated near the main office roared, “Kye Soon Hee! We are proud of you!” 

The secretary of the North Korean Judo Association Park Hak Yong, the secretary general of the East-Asia Judo Federation Moon Won-bae, secretary general of the Judo Union of Asia (JUA) Jo Yong-cheol and others came to Kye Soon Hee, patted her on the back and congratulated her on her victory, saying, “We are proud of you.” Kye shed tears, repeating the words, “thank you.” 

Kye once again proved herself to be a true judo heroine by winning her third world championship after winning the 2001 Munich and 2003 Osaka Championship. She is the first competitor to capture the title of world champion for three consecutive years for both men and women in North and South Korean judo history. 

Bönisch is Kye’s rival who defeated Kye in the 2004 Athens Olympic Games to win the gold medal. 

On the subject of North and South Korea sending a single delegation to the 2006 Asian Games, Kye said, “I hope that they unite and win more medals.”

The Japan Times
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Uchishiba, Yokosawa make do with silver at World Judo Championships

CAIRO (Kyodo) Olympic champion Masato Uchishiba and compatriot Yuki Yokosawa both had to settle for silver after losing their respective finals at the World Judo Championships on Saturday.

[PHOTO: Olympic gold medal winner Masato Uchishiba of Japan is beaten by Brazil's Joao Derly in the final of the men's 66-kg category at the World Judo Championships in Cairo on Saturday.]

Uchishiba faced off against Joao Derly of Brazil in the men's 66-kilogram final but was scooped up with an arm throw by his opponent and dumped to the mat by ippon.

"I did my best and lost. I have to accept this hard fact and move on. I'm satisfied that I was able to fight many strong opponents. I'm still not strong enough," said Uchishiba. 

Uchishiba beat two-time de fending champion Arash Miresmaili of Iran in the quarterfinals and then pinned Spaniard Oscar Penas for another ippon win in the semifinals to book his place in the final on his world championships debut.

Yokosawa, who was the silver medalist in Athens, fell to Ying Li of China in her 52-kg final and missed out on gold, yet again.

"I lost again. I've gotten medals (at the Olympics and world championships) for the last three tournaments but it would have been better if I could have used more techniques. I tried my best to attack but I couldn't," said Yokosawa.

Yokosawa reached the final when she secured a clean ippon victory with an ouchigari inner-leg sweep just 49 seconds into her 52-kg semifinal against Ioana Aluas of Romania.

The other two Japanese who appeared in Saturday's action -- Masahiro Takamatsu in the men's 73 kg and Juri Miyamoto in the women's 57 kg -- suffered first-round defeats. Takamatsu also lost in the first round in Athens.

Kye Sun Hui of North Korea won the 57-kg class for her second straight title while Akos Braun of Hungary took gold in the men's 73-kg weight category.

Japan Times
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Shintani Japan's lone judo golden girl

  CAIRO (Kyodo) Midori Shintani saved the blushes for Japan by winning the women's open category Sunday, giving her country its only gold medal in women's competition at the World Judo Championships.

Shintani rebounded from an early point deficit to beat European champion Karina Bryant of Britain with a superbly executed reverse leg trip with 16 seconds left in the final as she won her first major international title.

The result capped Shintani's impressive run of ippon wins in all four matches on the final day of individual events and increased Japan's gold medal tally at the championships to three in 16 categories -- eight each for men and women.

Japan also won five silvers and three bronzes, including the bronze Yohei Takai took in the men's open class earlier in the day.

"I just tried to give everything I've got to the final," Shintani said. "A lot of people helped me get where I am now and I want to dedicate this gold to them for all they have done for me."

The victory was all the more sweet for the 25-year-old, who suffered career-threatening torn ligaments in her right knee at the 2002 Asian Games, one year after finishing runnerup in the over 78-kg class at the world championships.

Shintani had since failed to compete at the international level with a series of losses to Japanese rivals.

Japan Times
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Japan denied 

CAIRO (Kyodo) The Japanese men went down to archrival South Korea 3-2 in the final of the men's team event Monday, settling for silver for the second time running at the World Judo Championships.

The Japanese women's team, the gold medal winner at the 2003 world championships in Osaka, took bronze with a win over China following a semifinal loss to South Korea.

In the men's final at Cairo Stadium, Jong Bu Kyong beat 66-kg silver medalist Masato Uchishiba in the opening match before Japan replied when 73-kg reserve Yusuke Kanamaru downed Kim Jae Bun.

Kim Min Gu then toppled Takashi Ono in an 81-kg duel and Hwang Hee Tae gave South Korea a 3-1 lead in the best-of-five matchup with a point victory over newly crowned 90-kg world champion Hiroshi Izumi.

Hwang took advantage of a commanding point lead he had early on against Izumi, whose late comeback attempt proved too little too late.

Over 100-kg silver medal winner Yasuyuki Muneta claimed a consolation victory for Japan in the final match.

Dennis van der Geest wins first world judo title; Canada shut out of medals

Canadian Press 

Monday, September 12, 2005

CAIRO (CP) - Dennis van der Geest of the Netherlands won the men's open division title at the world judo championships on Sunday. 

Van der Geest had been a power in European championships but finally ended his poor efforts on the biggest stages, defeating Russian Tamarlan Tmenov, who picked up a third silver medal after also losing the finals at the Athens Olympics and 2003 worlds. 

Alexandru Ciupe of Montreal lost to Mahmoud Miran of Iran in his the first-round bout. 

In the women's open final, Midori Shintani of Japan finally came through after losing the 2001 final and being knocked out in the 2003 first round. She defeated Karina Bryant of Britain, also the 2003 runner-up. Olia Berger of Winnipeg was eliminated in the first round. 

In the absence of six-time world champion and two-time Olympic gold medallist Tamura Tani, who is pregnant, Yanet Bermoy of Cuba won the women's 48-kilogram title with a win over Frederique Jossinet of France. Isabel Latulippe of St-Hubert, Que., won her first bout before losing to Alina Dumitru of Romania, the defending European champion. 

"It's true there weren't any great performances overall, but we must acknowledge that young Isabel Latulippe performed well today," said Canadian coach Nicolas Gill, a former world and Olympic medallist. "Isabel was able to stand up to the Romanian, a good sign for her." 

Britain's Craig Fallon won the men's 60-kilogram class, two years after losing the final in Osaka. In Sunday's final, he beat Austria's Ludwig Paischer. Frazer Will of Star City, Sask., lost his first bout. 

Canada's best result of the four-day tournament was Marie Helene Chisholm's fifth-place finish in the 63 kilograms. 

"Some passed with honours while others have found it more difficult, but one thing's certain - everyone grew from this experience," Gill said of the Canadian team. 

