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HEADLINE: JUDO: TRADITIONALISTS THROWN BY THE SHOWMEN;
 JAPAN'S PROUD VALUES UNDER THREAT FROM NEW BREED OF FIGHTER WITH

BYLINE: PHILIP NICKSAN IN OSAKA Yuta Yazaki, who according to a Japanese newspaper, came in to fight looking as red as a rooster and, having lost, left making a sound like a forlorn cock Bob Willingham

BODY:
IN HYPER-TECHNOLOGICAL Japan, with its sci-fi buildings, video mobile phones with full orchestral tone rings and bizarre fashion in the heart of the cities, judo has been one of the few bastions of tradition and old values.

Training was (and largely remains) strict and harsh - starting with early- morning runs come rain, shine, snow or hail followed by arduous three- hour fighting practice where no quarter is given. Hierarchy was everything - older students battered the young students - the long-standing way to learn; everyone bowed on coming into the judo dojo (training hall); everyone wore the same white suits with black belts; those at the bottom of the ladder (kohei) carried the bags of their seniors (sempai). And Japan won the major medals at the international championships. 

This was the order of things and no real judo man - because judo was synonymous with men - broke ranks. Curiously, there was never a shortage of Western aspirants arriving in the land of the rising sun to partake of this Spartan existence. It was demanding, it was gruelling, but it shaped men.

When women's international judo got going in the 1980s, the same orthodox values continued to be applied in Japan. Cauliflower ears and all. By and large, this had been responsible for the Japanese judo that still dominated the world and produced the medals.

But no one who attended the World Judo Championships here last week could miss the fact that this proud and established system is being threatened. Even scandal is penetrating the sacred bastion of judo.

The first shock came with the appearance of the light middleweight Yuta Yazaki on the second day. He walked on the mat with dyed red hair, bright red hair marked with squiggly black streaks. It would scarcely be noticed in football but in judo, where ancient etiquette is still a rule rather than a courtesy, it caused huge alarm. He was followed by Yoshihiro Akiyama, who had spiked coloured hair and sported a sun-bed induced tan. Then came Tomoo Torii, who sported a virtual Mohican haircut. Gasps from everyone.

There was worse to come. Akiyama came to the mat touched by controversy since there had been a furious row at his selection tournament when his opponent in the final had alleged he had put soap or wax or talcum power on his judo jacket. When he attacked with a fast spin, his opponent could not stop him because his hands slipped off his jacket. And, lo and behold, in the first exchanges at the World Championships, his French opponent was complaining, making gestures of wiping something oily off his hands. The referee felt the judogi but said he could not feel anything and the Frenchman was thrown like a beginner.

The next two fighters also complained, and were thrown. By the semi-final, Akiyama was given a judo jacket by the International Judo Federation and ordered to wear it. He lost, and ended up without a medal. The IJF will now conduct an inquiry into the matter.

These incidents weigh heavily on the Japanese judo community which is already suffering from a reduced interest in the home-grown sport. There are also troubles in the sumo world. Asashoryu, the current yokozuna (grand champion) in sumo is not Japanese but Mongolian and he seems unbeatable.

That would not be a problem except that he has been acting in a non- traditional way. In a recent basho he was disqualified from a bout because instead of throwing in the traditional manner, he lost his cool with an opponent (who as it happens was another Mongolian import) and pulled his carefully coiffured and oiled hair. That was tantamount to sacrilege. Yet no Japanese can put Asashoryu in his place in the dohyo.

The traditional judoka would not be unduly worried about the shenanigans of the foreigners in sumo. But they are deeply concerned about their own countrymen acting like showmen in judo. A leading Japanese newspaper reported that Yazaki came in to fight looking as red as a rooster here and when he left, having lost, he was making a sound like a forlorn cock.

Now the Japanese hate losing at what they regard as their national sport.

But not this time. The traditionalists point out that all three of the showmen at last week's World Championships left without a medal, and it is unlikely they will ever be picked to fight for Japan again unless they attend to their hairstyles.

Furthermore, the traditionalists are delighted that Japan's greatest wins came from fighters who are paragons of tradition: the Olympic light heavyweight champion, Kosei Inoue, who won his third consecutive title in a remarkable show of technical dominance, and the unbelievable, tiny Ryoko Tamura, who took her sixth consecutive world title.

These and others have, at least for the moment, held back the dilution of traditional judo values. But as the youth of Japan grow up on an increasingly intense diet of electronic games and professional wrestling, how long can the sport hold out?
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HEADLINE: Tough at top for Japan's judoka

BYLINE: Shintaro Kano Daily Yomiuri Sportswriter

SOURCE: Yomiuri

DATELINE: OSAKA

BODY:
In a country where athletes are often lauded for simply giving it their best or showing promise which eventually goes unfulfilled, Japanese judoka have it tough. For them, as founders of the sport, anything short of a gold medal is considered a failure.

By such standards, Japan failed miserably at the four-day World Judo Championships that drew to a close here on Sunday night. It won six golds out of a maximum 16, one silver and a pair of bronze. 

Top that off with a defeat to France in the men's final of the Team of Nations tournament Monday--Japan won the women's title--and you have an absolute disaster.

But the fact is, the Japanese had their best medal haul since the 1999 world championships in Birmingham, England, where they took home eight golds, two silvers and a bronze.

The six championships the hosts won at Osaka Castle Hall--the men and women won three each--were a tournament high, three more than runner-up and archrival South Korea.

Kosei Inoue set the tone on opening day. The 25-year-old Sydney Olympic gold medalist proved why he is widely considered to be the world's best by dominating in the men's 100-kilgoram class en route to his third straight title.

Clearly in a class of his own, Inoue, named the outstanding judoka of the tournament by organizers, has to be considered the favorite at the Athens Olympics. Japan won the right to be represented in nine categories at next year's Summer Games through the world championships.

"I have a dream for Athens," said the uchimata specialist.

While "Yawara-chan" wasn't trying to chuck every opponent out of the auditorium like she used to during her heyday, Ryoko Tamura, with the steadiness of a Fortune 500 firm, extended her record championship streak in the 48-kg category to six.

Tamura's sixth title--the first of which she won in 1993 at Hamilton, Canada--placed her in some exclusive company for most gold medals won by a woman alongside Ingrid Berghmans of Belgium.

"It makes me want to go for the Athens Olympics next year and a seventh world championships in a row," said Tamura, 28, who will be in Greece with a new surname after she marries baseball's Yoshitomo Tani of the Orix BlueWave on Dec. 20.

Keiji Suzuki brought the men's open bragging rights back to Japan with a strong performance, striking gold in his world championships debut.

It was a sweet, personal victory for Suzuki, who, much to his disappointment, didn't receive the Japan Judo Federation's nod to compete in the 100-kg despite beating Inoue at the national weight specific championships in April.

Said Suzuki: "The road to where I am now was long. I'm relieved I won. Now people will say they're glad they chose Keiji."

In the shadow of Tamura's six-peat was Noriko Anno, who won her fourth consecutive title in the 78-kg in her sixth straight world championships.

Now Anno, of the Metropolitan Police Department, is ready to shoot for the prize which has mysteriously eluded her: an Olympic medal.

"I hope this experience will lead to something next year," said Anno, who has been knocked out of the last two Olympics in the first round. "It's just a relief I won my fourth straight championship."

Yasuyuki Muneta and Masae Ueno helped out in the gold mining. Muneta redeemed himself in the men's over 100-kg after belly-flopping out of the 2001 tournament in Munich, and Ueno in the women's 70-kg became only the third Japanese woman to win back-to-back world championships following Tamura and Anno.

And if bronze medalist and two-time defending Olympic champion Tadahiro Nomura fights like he did in the 60-kg repechage, and Midori Shintani in the women's open makes a full return from injury, there's no reason to believe Japan can't improve on its gold tally at Athens.

Yes, Japanese judoka have it tough. But it's what makes them the toughest in the world.
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HEADLINE: JUDO: FALLON AND BRYANT CAPTURE SILVER ON FINAL DAY

BYLINE: DAVE SIMPSON IN OSAKA

BODY:
CRAIG FALLON and Karina Bryant turned on the style to give Britain two much-needed silver medals on the last day of the World Championships here in Japan yesterday.

Fallon fought brilliantly to reach the final of the under 60kg category where he was finally defeated by the Olympic silver-medallist, Min Ho Choi, of South Korea. Bryant made it a double celebration by winning silver in the open weight category, one better than the bronze she won on Thursday at over 78kg. 

She produced an awesome pick-up technique on Cuba's much heavier Daima Beltran in the semi-final to score the perfect ippon. But in the final, China's Tong Wen proved too big and strong, and turned Bryant on to her back for an inescapable hold down.

The 24-year-old from Camberley did not go without a fight, though, and struggled ferociously for the allotted 25 seconds before the referee declared Wen the winner.

Bryant said: "I felt pretty good all week. I am much stronger than I used to be and I didn't feel overpowered by anyone. But I have to get stronger as I am only 93kg and giving away up to 30kg to some fighters."

Fallon, the 21-year-old sensation who claimed European silver this year as well as wins at the Opens in Paris, Rome and Britain, came up just short of gold.

He faced the darting Choi and could do little but defend against his opponent's superior speed. He tried to hang in but was eventually caught with an inner foot reap for the maximum ippon score.

But already Fallon had showed his quality by defeating Germany's Oliver Gussenberg in the semi-final and Cederic Taymans, of Belgium, the round before - both are seasoned campaigners and Taymans was the runner-up two years ago.

Fallon said: "This year has been such a remarkable one that I came here looking for a medal so I'm happy I won silver."

Results, Digest, page 23
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HEADLINE: Tamura leads Asian clean sweep on final day of world championships

DATELINE: OSAKA, Japan, Sept 14

BODY:
Ryoko Tamura continued to dominate the judo world Sunday winning her history-making sixth straight bantamweight title as Japan led an Asian clean sweep on the final day of the world championships here.

Her compatriot Keiji Suzuki won the men's open class, while Choi Min-Ho of South Korea emerged victorious in the men's under 60kg category and China's Asian Games champion Tong Wen took home the women's open class trophy.

Overall, Japan took six gold medals out of a possible 16. South Korea won three and China two while North Korea, Iran, Cuba, Germany and Argentina won one each. 

Tamura, also the Sydney Olympic champion, defeated two-time European champion Frederique Jossinet after the French challenger received the third warning of the women's 48kg final to give the Japanese a point lead.

"I wanted to fight a good match, because I knew she (Jossinet) is a tough fighter," said Tamura, 27, who is due to marry to a professional baseball player in December.

"I planned nothing but try to do my 100 percent, I didn't have any strategy at all. I just thought 'I must win, I must win at any rate, I cannot lose'," added Tamura, the silver medallist in the Barcelona and Atlanta Olympics.

Asian Games bronze medallist Choi, who shocked defending champion Anis Lounifi of Tunisia in the semi-finals, needed only 13 seconds to score a yuko point, then added another before throwing Craig Fallon of Britain for an ippon to win the final.

Lounifi, who earlier beat Sydney and Atlanta Olympic champion Tadahiro Nomura of Japan in the third round, managed to win the bronze medal with Nomura.

Asian Games champion Tong, who had to be satisfied with the bronze two years ago at Munich, fixed 2001 world silver winner Karina Bryant of Britain on the match to score an ippon in the final.

Two-time world champion Daima Beltran of Cuba bowed to Bryant in the semi-finals, but managed to win a bronze medal play-off by beating defending champion Celine Lebrun of France.

Suzuki, the 1998 world junior champion and the Asian Games gold medallist, came back from a point down to score a sudden-death ippon win to beat Sydney Olympic over 100kg bronze medallist Indrek Pertelson of Estonia.

It was the first world title for Choi, Tong and Suzuki.
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HEADLINE: Childbirth weight-gain leads Cuba's Savon to world judo gold

DATELINE: OSAKA, Japan, Sept 14

BODY:
Cuba's Amarilis Savon, who spent a decade living in the shadow of Japanese bantamweight judo star Ryoko Tamura, has finally struck gold after childbirth forced her to move up a weight division.

Savon's victory in the women's 52-kilogram featherweight class here on Saturday is her first gold after five Olympic and world silver and bronze medals. 

"Gold had been the only colour of medal which I missed," Savon said after immobilising European champion Annabelle Euranie of France into defeat in the final.

"After I gave birth to my daughter, I gained weight," said Savon, a former track-and-field athlete from Santiago de Cuba. She tipped the scales at as much as 63kg during a seven-month break after the birth in early 2001.

"I had to move to this category from the 48kg where Tamura is in," she said. "It was a kind of sad thing but could not be helped."

Tamura has beaten Savon in each of their 12 encounters -- including the finals of the 1997 and 1999 world championships and in the semi-finals of the 1996 Atlanta Olympics.

Savon did not fight Tamura in Sydney in 2000 when the tiny Japanese won her first Olympic gold in the lightest judo division. Tamura was to go for a record-stretching sixth world title here late Sunday.

Four months pregnant, Savon only managed to finish seventh in Sydney after her bronze-medal performance at the Barcelona and Atlanta Olympics.

"My daughter is named Lorena which means 'sakura (cherry)' in Japanese. You know that's the typical Japanese flower," she said.

Savon suggested she had set her sights on two more gold medals, at next year's Athens Olympics and the 2005 world championships in Cairo.

"I'll compete for two more years," she said.
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HEADLINE: Judo a way of life for American Jefferson

BYLINE: JIM ARMSTRONG; Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: OSAKA, Japan

BODY:
Chuck Jefferson knows judo is a hard sell in the United States, but he won't let that stop him from pursuing his dreams.

"Sometimes people in the States ask me to show them a (karate) chop," Jefferson said in Osaka, where he is competing in his first judo world championships. "I have to tell them that's not what we're all about." 

Jefferson lost to Georgia's David Kevkhisvili in Saturday's under-73 kilogram class qualifying round, but still has a good shot at representing his country at the Athens Olympics next year.

It's been a long haul for the 27-year-old native of Barstow, California. Funding for judo in the United States is limited and he supports his career by working in a martial arts store in San Jose.

Jefferson first got involved in judo at a young age. The local karate school wasn't accepting 5-year-olds so his mother took him to a nearby judo school and he's been involved in the sport ever since.

"I played other sports like baseball and soccer growing up," said Jefferson. "But I preferred judo because whether you win or lose is completely up to you. In team sports you can have a great day and still lose."

To hone his craft, Jefferson makes regular trips to Japan and trains at Tokai University, the home of world champion Kosei Inoue, who is considered by many to be the No.1 judo practitioner, otherwise known as judoka, in the world today.

In Japan, Jefferson sees a totally different attitude toward judo.

"The level of dedication to the sport here is pretty amazing," he said. "And I think that's why the Japanese are the best in the world."

To improve the level of judo in the States, Jefferson would like to see the sport introduced to physical education programs at high schools and universities.

"That's the way it is here," added Jefferson. "I think if we could get judo in the school system we would be more competitive as a nation, but as it stands now, we lose a lot of good people to wrestling once they enter high school."

Jefferson thinks students could benefit from judo on more than just a physical level.

"One of the great attractions of judo is that it teaches respect," said Jefferson. "You always bow to your opponent and never show him up when celebrating a win. You don't see a lot of that in other sports these days."

For the immediate future, Jefferson is focused on getting to Athens.

"My weight class is very competitive so it will be tough," said Jefferson, who trains five nights a week in San Jose.

The U.S. Olympic trials will be held next June. Before that, Jefferson will compete in the Oct.12-13 U.S. Open in Las Vegas.

When his competitive days come to an end, Jefferson said he plans to open a judo school in San Jose to help young Americans get a solid grounding in the sport.

"I think a lot of what judo has taught me will cross over well to the business world," said Jefferson. "How to overcome the big man with speed and technique instead of force is the guiding principle."
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HEADLINE: GILL QUEST FOR JUDO GLORY FALLS HARD

BYLINE: BY AP AND CP

DATELINE: OSAKA, Japan

BODY:
Montreal's Nicolas Gill was beaten by Olympic champion Kosei Inoue of Japan in semi-final action yesterday on the first day of the world judo championships.

In a rematch of the Sydney 2000 final, Inoue defeated Gill with two trademark inside thigh throws. Gill was penalized for non-combativity. 

"I've trained with him (Gill) many times in Europe but he fought a lot differently today," said Inoue, who went on to claim gold. "It was much tougher and I think he's studied me quite a bit."

SURVIVED REPECHAGE

Gill, who defeated Brazil's Mario Sabino in the quarter-finals, finished fifth. After a 15-minute break following the final, the Canadian took on a Belarussian who had survived the repechage. Gill was beaten, ending a championship he had approached with high hopes.

"Even if I lost against Inoue, the bout went relatively well," Gill said. "The crowd was very much behind him and was booing me when I was attacking. If the referee would have been a bit more honest, the result might have been different."

Inoue defeated France's Ghislain Lemaire to win the under-100 kilogram final as Japan captured three out of four golds on offer.

Inoue deployed a inside thigh throw midway through the final at Osaka Jo Hall to capture his third straight under-100 title.

"Inoue has more confidence and I could feel a difference physically," said Lemaire. "But I dreamt of beating him here. He's not a superman, he's a man like everybody else and anyone can throw him."

Gill, 31, won gold at last year's Commonwealth Games and Pan-Am Championships. He was runner-up at the recent Pan-Am Games, where he was dogged by sickness.

His fifth-place yesterday secured him a berth in the 2004 Athens Olympics, but a spokesman for Judo Canada said Gill has not said yet whether he will compete there.

The Canadian was seventh at the 2001 world championships in Munich and third at the 1999 event in Birmingham, England. He was third in 1995 in Japan and second in 1993, when the world championships were in Hamilton.

GRAPHIC: photo by Koji Sasahara, AP; KOSEI INOUE of Japan throws Montreal's Nicolas Gill during the semi-final of men's under-100 kilogram category at the world judo championships yesterday in Osaka, Japan.

